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Lauderdale  Baptists  lorm 
first  ACTS  board  in  state 


director  oC  the  Department  of  Broatf-  Heights,  Marcus  Finch;  Pine  Springs, 

_  .  M.  .  1.1^4  %«•.«.  _  •  M  l  .. _ TN _ t _ _ 


Hie  first  local  ACTS  board  in  Missis-  in  its  associaUon,  and  then  it  will  have 
sippi  has  been  formed  in  Lauderdale  a  Rmay  period  in  which  to  determine  if 

AMociation.  Leon  Young  is  director  of  .it  wants  to  be  a  part  of  the  local  ACTS 
miastoos.  board.  Lauderdale  had  its  ACTS 

The  local  ACTS  board  will  deter-  awareness  meeting  on  Aug.  15  (their 
mtnp  the  23  hours  per  week  local  pro-.  90-day  period  was  up  on  Nov.  15). 
gram  sch#«h»ie  on  the  Meridian  Tele-  The  diurches  from  Lauderdale  that 
vision  Selection  System.  They  will  also  agreed  to  become  part  of  the  ACTS 
form  policies  of  operation  for  the  local  Satellite  Network  voted  to  pay  10  cents 

ACrrS  system  and  guide  it  in  the  per  resident  member  per  month  once 
months  and  years  to  cotne.  ACTS  comes  to  their  community.  They 

The  local  ACTS  board  will  be  work-  «!«>  agreed  to  share  in  the  cost  of  the 
ing  with  T.V.  Selection  System,  Inc.  TVRO  Satellite  dish  and  related 
arranging  for  a  channel  to  carry  equipment.  Each  church  gives  to  the 
ACTS.  Cooperative  Program.  This  entitles  it 

A  local  church  can  become  a  part  of  to  have  at  least  one  member  on  the 
the  ACTS  Satellite  Network  by  attend-  local  ACTS  board, 
ing  the  ACTS  awareness  meeting  held  In  Meridian,, Farrell  Blankenship, 


cast  Services,  Mississippi  Baptist  Mike  Vick;  Poplar  Springs  Drive, 
Convention  Board,  met  with  the  group  Harvey  Kelly;  State  Boulevard,  W.F. 
to  help  in  the  forming  of  the  ACTS  Evans, 
board. 

Those  churches  which  have  votedta 
be  a  part  of  the  ACTS  network  affiliate 
in  Lauderdale  Association  and  their 
board  members  are  Fifteenth  Avenue 
chairman,  Vincent  Smith;  South  Sidp^ 

Allen  Tyner,  vice-chairman;  Eighfli 
Avenue,  Paul  Elarley;  Hickory  Grove, 

(Charles  Siau;  Ifighland,  Ron  McGee; 

First  Church  of  Marion,  Jerome 
Sharp;  First  Church  of  Meridian, 

Randy  Scarbrough;  Midway,  W.  B. 

Webb;  Northcrest,  Malcolm  L^wis; 

Oak  Grove,  Leon  Adams;  Oakland 


No  issue  next  week;  •] 
Merry  Christmas!  j 

'  I 

The  next  issue  of  the  Baptist  ' 
.Record  will  be  dated  Jan.  5, 19M.  5 
Postal  agreements  call  for  50  is- 1 
,  sues  to  be  published  each  year  ^ 

•  skipping  July  4  and  Christmas  * 

[  Also,  the  next  issue  will  be  the . 
t  first  in  the  permanent  tabloid  , 
[format.  Favorable  reader  re- 
I  sponse  prompted  the  decision  to ; 

*  go  ahead  with  the  format  change. ; 
I  Each  issue  will  have  the  same , 
[amount  of  space  as  the  full  sized 

.  paper.  It  will  be  half  the  size,  but 
I  with  double  the  pages. 

It  The  Baptist  Record  editor  and 
k  staff  take  this  time  to  offer  read- 
lers  Christmas  greetings  with: 
r  hopes  for  a  time  fw  a  peaceful  re- 
l  flection  on  the  true  meaning  of 
I  Christmas,  the  birth  of  Christ. 


Evangelism  directors  plan 
for  simultaneous  revivals 


Christian  Friends  help 
people  with  special  needs 


By  Jim  NewtM 

BOSTON  (BP  (—Calling  for  a  year  of  evangelism  department,  ‘  presented 
prayer  and  preparation  in  1985,  South-  each  state  evangelism  director  a  plan- 
ern  Baptist  evangelism  directors  ning  book  for  the  1988  campaign,  de- 
launched  plans  for  simultaneous  revi-  scribing  the  effort  as  “the  most  far- 
vals  in  28,000  Southern  Baptist  reaching,  lifechanging  simultaneous 
churches  in  1988.  evangelistic  effort  Baptists  have  ever 

Theme  for  the  simultaneous  meet-  attempted.” 
ings,  scheduled  March  18-April  27,  Harris  cited  statistics  indicating 
1988,  will  be  “Good  News  America:  that  the  years  when  Southern  Baptists 
God  Loves  You.”  held  simultaneous  revivals  were  the 

Plans  for  the  campaign,  in  which  years  when  the  number  of  SBC  bap- 
local  Southern  Baptist  churches  in  a  tisms  were  the  highest.  Simultaneous 
given  area  hold  revival  meetings  be-  revivals  were  held  in  1950,  1951, 1955, 
ginningand  ending  the  same  day,  were  1959,  1984,  and  1980,  said  Harris,  and 
outlined  in  detail  during  the  national  the  record  number  of  baptisms, 
conference  of  Southern  Baptist  420,063,  wm  in  1060. 
^nigghg^rtimsfawa  at  tha^betalaa 

Durine  the  ooenins  address,  SBC  taneous  revivals,  but  most  would  take 


evangelism  training  “module”  which 
can  be  used  over  and  over  by  SBC 
churches  to  train  leaders  in 
evangelism  during  1988-1990,  they 
said. 

Sunday  School  Board  President¬ 
elect  Lloyd  Elder,  in  another  address, 
said  the  winning  of  America  to  CSirist 
is  waiting  on  the  renewal  ol  the  de¬ 
nomination  to  Christ. 

“Unless  there  is  a  renewal  of  spirit 
which  permeates  the  whole  denomina¬ 
tion,  we  are  not  going  to  win  this  nation 
for  Christ,”  Elder  said. 

Speaking  on  the  conference  dieme,  H.OI1-' 


By  Jerry  Stevens 

Winston  people  with  special  needs.  The  Christ- 
an  inter-  ian  Friends  Society  is  an  arm  of  the 

to  help  Ministerial  Alliance  of  Winston  County 
and  provides  a  number  of  ministries  to 
the  county.  Jimmy  Porter,  pastor  of 
►•TYI  First  Church,  Louisville,  is  the  1983 
•*■•*"*■  president  of  the  organization. 

•  *  Most  visible  at  this  time  of  year  are 

[f  the  toy  and  foodstuffs  projects  wMch 

‘  are  ipven  out  during  Christmastime, 
w Last  yss»r,4l»s  Hast  tot  toy*  beeeme 
apparent  and  a  collection  was  begun. 
LYNCHBURG,  Va.  (BP)  —  Ninety-  tion,  and  Horeb  Baptist  church.  This  Christmas,  a  box  of  toys  will  be 
five  persons  from  ten  churches  met  at  Natural  Bridge  Association.  given  to  about  200  children  of  needy- 

Lynchburg’s  Old  Forest  Road  Baptist  Four  churches  had  one  r^resenta-  families  in  the  county. 

Church  and  formed  the  Concerned  tive  each.  They  are  Highland- .  Deliveries  of  the  fo^  collected  from 
Baptist  Association  of  Virginia.  Lynchburg;  Level  Green-Norfolk;  churches  all  over  the  county  is  made 

Fifty-seven  of  those  attoiding  were  Shenandoah  church,  Shenandoah  As-  from  First  C3iurch,  Louisville,  where 
members  of  Old  Forest  Road  and  29  sociation;  and  C.  Street,  a  black  inde-  the  food  is  collected  and  sorted.  County 
others  are  members  of  Jerico  Missio-  pendent  church  in  Lynchburg.  supervisors  make  the  deliveries.  Bet- 

nary  Chapel,  a  black  mission  of  Old  Arthur  B.  Ballard,  pastor  of  Old  vveen  150-175  boxes  were  to  be  deli- 
Forest  Road.  Forest  Road,  was  elected  moderator  vered  this  week. 

There  were  two  representatives  and  Don  Gillette,  pastor  of  Timber  Linda  Craft,  Society  president,  said 
each  from  Worsham  and  Sycamore  Ridge,  Strawberry  Association,  was  about  100  people  are  serving  as  volun- 
Baptist  churches,  Southside  Associa-  elected  treasurer.  Gillette  apparently  teers. 

was  not  present  since  his  church  was  Money  to  operate  the  Christian 
not  listed  as  having  a  representative  at  Friends  Society  comes  mainly  from 
the  meeting.  the  churches.  The  first  Sunday  in 

Robert  Powers,  pastor  of  Level  November  the  churchtjs  are  asked  to 
Green,  was  elected  vice  moderator  tajig  a  special  offering-for  the  Society, 
and  Ron  Hunt  of  Old  Forest  Road  was  the  Society  has  .  a  hamburger 

elected  clerk.  stand  at  the  Red  Hills  Arts  Festival  in 

A  constitution  was  adopted  and  re-  the  spring  to  pay  the  rent  for  a  building 
solutions  were  adopted  opposing  abor-  used  as  a  thrift  store .  The  thrift  store  is 
tion,  pornography,  and  ordination  of  open  on  Friday  afternoons,  selling  clo- 
women  deacons  and  ministers.  Reso-  thing,  toys,  and  essentials.  When 
lutions  passed  favoring  prayer  in  pub-  necesary  the  items  needed  are  made 
lie  schools,  support  of  the  1983  SBC  re-  gifts  to  those  in  need, 
solution  on  nuclear  disarmament,  and  Other  ministries  of  the  Society  in¬ 
negative  designation  of  funds  to  elude  helping  transients  with  food  and 
selected  parts  of  the  Southern  Baptist  lodging,  cash  for  groceries  to  the 
Cooperative  Program.  needy,  goods  and  ^rvices  to  those 

Ballard  told  the  group  Old  Forest  burned  out,  and  sometimes,  cash  for 
Road  ‘  ‘has  sprat  $15,000  in  our  effort  in  medication . 
the  conservative  move  in  the  state  of 
Virginia,  $1,800  of  this  was  for  the 
spiers  (Paige  Patterson  of  Dallas 
and  Robert  Witty  of  Jacksonville, 

Fla.)  for  the  last  meeting.” 

The  new  group  plans  to  publish  its 
own  newspaper,  the  Conccsned  Bap¬ 
tist  Messenger,  and  seek  representa¬ 
tion  on  the  Virginia  Baptist  General 
Board.  They  say  they  will  maintain 
current  ties  with  district  association^ 
where  they  exist  and  have  dual  affilia¬ 
tion  with  the  new  statewide  associa¬ 
tion. 

Speaker  for  the  meeting  was  Stanley 
Frye  who  was  pastor  of  Leedsville 
Road  Baptist  Church,  Lynchburg  As¬ 
sociation,  when  the  church  voted  to 
withdraw  and  become  independent. 

He  declared  he  now  has  resigned  and 
become  a  Southern  Baptist  again  and 
is  moving  to  North  Carolina  where  he 
will  be  a  full-time  evangelist. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  associatira 
win  be  Feb.  24, 1984. 

Tom  Miller  is  associate  editor  of  the 
VirgiMa  ReUgioas  Herald. ) 


Planning  for  BvangoUsm 


ird  Irwin  said  some  Baptists 


Mandatory 
SS  protested 


By  Larry  Chesser 

rd  WASHINGTON  (BP)-Independrat 
^  pastors  and  representatives  of  private 

Christian  schools  urged  the  Senate  Fi¬ 
nance  Committee  to  reexamine  a  1983 
law  making  Social  Security  participa¬ 
tion  mandatory  for  non-proBt  organi- 
IS  zations  and  their  employees  beginning 
Jan.  1, 1984. 

The  change  from  optimal  to  man¬ 
datory  Social  Security  coverage  for 
non-profit  organizations— including 
religious  ones— was  part  of  the  large 
reform  package 'Congress  enacted  in 
By  Tim  Nicholas  March  to  leister  the  nation’s 

A  couple  of  cords  of  firewood  for  the  financially-troubled  retirement  sys- 
family  of  a  man  in  Pontotoc  County  tern. 

confined  to  a  wheelchair  is  one  of  the  Several  witnesses  at  the  hearing  told 
“Brotherhood  Blessings”  from  the  Finance  Cmtimittee  Chairman  Robert 
men  of  County  Line  Baptist  Church,  j.  Dole,  R-Kan.,  mandatory  Social 
These  men  have  taken  on  their  end  of  Security  coverage  for  non-ministerial 
the  county  offering  to  help  those  not  employees  of  churches  violates  the 
able  to  help  themselves.  “Brotherhood  First  Amra^rai’s  religious  liberty 
Blessings”  is  the  heading  of  a  poster  protections  by  requiring  churches  to 
listing  their  chores.  For  three  years  pay  the  employer’s  share  of  Social 
now  5»e  men  have  chopped  wood  and  Security. 

done  general  repair  work  for  people  in  Another  witness,  Edgar  D.  Whit- 
their  area,  church  member  or  not^  comb,  executive  assistant  to  the  presi- 
Wackorwhite.“Halforbetter”arenot  dent  of  Accelerated  Christian  Eiduca- 
church  members,  says  Quay  tion,  Lewisville,  Texas,  charged  man- 
Sprayberry,  Brothertwod  director.  datory  coverage  for  diurches  would 
“The  Lord  revealed  it  to  us  that  jeopanlise  the  continuation  of  their 
there  were  people  going  cold,”  said  schools. 

one  (rf  the  men.  Many  residrats  depend  Lewis  submitted  affidavits  from  28 
on  wood  fires  for  all  their  heating.  So  pastors  from  throughout  the  country 
Saturdays  in  the  winter,  the  men,  stating  required  So^al  Sec^ty  par- 
numbering  up  to  25  at  the  time,  trudge  ticipation  would  “seriously  jeopardize 
out  into  the  woods  (where  they  have  the  finandal  statps  and  economic  con- 

permissioo  to  cut)  and  chop  firewood,  dition”  of  the  schools  they  operate. 

The  work  “helps  hold  the  Brother-  After  the  hearing.  Dole  met  with 

hood  together,  too,”  says  another  yol-  several  witnesses  and  ajgreed  to  estab- 
unteer.  The  church  has  mechanics,  lishataskforce,indudingarepresen- 
carpraters,  and  electridans  who  vol-  tative  of  groups  opposed  to  the  change, 
unteer  their  time.  A  full  time  car-  to  tfy  to  find  a  compromise.  One  possi- 
penter,  they  say,  would  go  broke  in  bility,  a  Finance  Committee  ai(te  told 
their  neighborhood,  since  there  is  so  Baptist  Press,  would  allow  non-)>rofit 
much  volunteerism  already.  church  groups  to  treat  employees  as 

The  men  have  underpinned  a  self-employ^  for  Social  Security  pur- 
neighbor’s  trailer,  roofed  nearby  poses,  avoiding  the  necessity  of 

RoWjs  Baptist  Chur^,  built  their  own  churches’ paying  the  employer’s  share 

pastorium  and  added  she  rooms  to  of  Sodal  Security  paymrats. 
their  education  space.  And,  among  (Chesser  writes  for  the  BMitistMnt 

(Continued  on  page  3)  Committee.) 


neignl 

hearts 


Volunteors  sort  canned  goods  for  dis¬ 
tribution  to  the  needy  in  the  Winston 
County  area. 


What’s  Inside? 

Editorials  by  Don  Page  2 

Vie  first  Ckr^tiiiiis 
“Our  Fathtofii^  art  .  - 

Faces  ond^Pl^smM  Anne  MeW^Uams,  Page  2 


The  men  of  County  Line  Church,  Pontotoc  County,  deliver  firewood 


M— tndiii.Tenniassa 


IkMit  Chorvf 


first  Christmas  carol  — 

the  song  of  heaven’s  choir 


gathered  in  the  Held 
to  help  the  angel  i 

before  them  teU  the  shepl 
Oirlit's  birth.  The  scripture  r 
ww  group  as  x  multitude 
baareoly  boat. 


Our  Father  (and  Mother)  who  art 


It  seems  as  if  someone  is  alwayi 

wanting  to  try  to  improve  on  the  Bible, 

and  evidently  the  National  Council  of 
OiurdM  is  no  exception.  While  it  does 

not  claim  biblical  status  for  its  new  lec^ 

boMfy.  tt  does  use  biblical  texts  with 
scripture  lessons. 

This  is  fine  until  the  “improve¬ 
ments”  are  brought  into  the  picture. 
The  Natkxial  Council’s  lectionary  has 
taken  out  all  references  to  gender  or 
has  added  a  female  gender  to  comple- 
naent  the  male  use  that  cannot  be  av¬ 
oided. 

:  In  recounting  the  creation  of  man, 
die  lectionary  says,  “. . .  then  God  the 
Sovereign  One  formed  a  human  crea¬ 
ture  of  dust  from  the  ground,  and 
breathed  into  the  creature’s  nostrils 
the  breath  of  life;  and  the  human  crea¬ 
ture  became  a  living  being.” 


-Tir.  ■  .  uille  ^y.  a  IX .  scripture  in  wdi.KOT,  clsm  Ihnt  h»  been  rimed  .1  the 

InglyinriHoosmrimer.  tlonriCouncaotaiiSSlSel^tot 

I  have  not  been  able  to  find  one  of  Verses  2S  through  27  of  Matthejy  u  organization  could  have  done  without 
those  lectionaries  in  Jackson,  so  my  read  as  foUows:  “At  that  time  Jesis  tampering  with  the  scripture, 
comments  must  be  made  from  reading  declared,  'I  thank  you,  (God  my  ^^be  the  scripture  doesn’t  say  what 
the  Newsweek  account  of  the  book’s  Mother  and)  Father,  sovereign  oi  sometimes  we  feel  we  would  like  for  it 
introduction.  One  can’t  help  but  woo-  heaven  and  earth,  that  you  have  hid-  *®>  ***** **  “F*  what  It  says;  and  our 
der,  however,  how  it  handled  the  crea-  dan  these  things  the  wise  and  un-  * *^boice  is  to  do  our  best  to  under- 

tioo  of  women  if  num  is  to  be  referred  derstanding  and  revealed  them  t«  **  ^  It  as  it  is. 

to  as  simply  a  human  creature,  babes;  yea,  God,  for  such  was  you-  And  this  is  a  sort  of  postscript  to  the 
Perhaps  Eve  was  designated  as  gracious  will.  All  things  have  been  d«-  above:  for  just  this  week,  after  the 
another  human  creature,  but  that  Uvered  to  me  by  (God)  my  Father  (and  above  wm  written,  I  received  a  copy  of 
w^  seem  to  leave  something  lade-  Mother);  and  no  one  knows  the  ChiM  *be  new  lectionary.  For  those  who 

except  <Jod,  and  no  one  knows  God  ex-  “>l8btbeinterested,John3:16isren- 
cept  the  Child  and  any  one  to  whom  the  thusly:  “For  God  so  loved  the 

Child  chooses  to  reveal  God _ ”  world  that  God  gave  God’s  only  Child, 

There  is  no  mention  in  Newsweek  cf 

what  was  done  to  John  3:  IS.  I^rlsh  but  have  eternal 

Thi«  wtipbpubr.  j  bfe.  In  a  footnote  at  the  bottom  of  the 

^  !  page  It  u  noted  that  the  Revised  Stan- 

Mumpl^t  note.  Its  tim  is  garblef  dard  Version  uses  the  word,  “Son,”  in- 

and  confusmg.  In  view  of  aH  the  criti-  stead  of  “Child  ” 


It  is  difficult  to  determine  how  it 
could  be  felt  that  there  is  much  U»- 
provementinallofthis.  It  is  one  thing 
of  course,  for  study  to  be  made  of  an- 
(^t  manuscripts  in  order  to  see  if  new 
light  can  be  sh^  on  the  message  the 

scripture.  It  is  quite  another  thing  to 


opinion 


A  childhood  Christmas  memory 

By  Dorothy  Shannon 


:  Do  you  have  a  childhood  Christmas 
taemory?>Reminisce  with  me  as  1  re^ 
J»ll  my  Christmas  memory. 


side  a^  froze  yw  on  the  other  felt  par-  country.  The  smells  of  the  “goodie 
Uadariy  gopd.  J^eriy  awaited  the  are  etched  in  my  memory.  friroS 
^  ^  b)  have  less  thi 

^  isakna.  mv  .--(i  , f 

focus  on  the  newly  cut  tree  again.  Our  As  the  days  of  Christmas  wore  o 
d^y  would  build  cross  pieces  of  wood  the  preparation  of  food  became  moi 

to  hold  the  tree  in  place  as  we  prepared  intense.  Mother’s  ambrosia  was  betb 

the  decorations.  We  had  only  a  few  than  anyone  else’s.  Friends  and  fami 

“store  bought”  decorations.  The  big  came  to  enjoy  the  food.  What  a  hapi 
s^y  star  was  “store  bought”  and  memory  returns  as  I  think  of  the  ki( 
alwa}^  topped  the  tree  first.  who  came  and  ate  around  the  old ‘*la2 

As  we  placed  the  star,  mother  would  Susan”  table  after  the  grown-ups  ha 
remind  us  that  it  represented  the  finished. 

^thlehem  star.  I  always  stood  in  awe  Then  there  was  Christmas  Eve.  A 
of  that  big  glass  star  on  top  of  our  tree,  ready  tired  from  a  W  day’s  play  w 
Nert  popcorn  was  strung  with  care  for  tried  so  hard  to  stay  awake  for  Santa 
a  chain  that  crisscrossed  around  the  arrival.  I  could  not  understand  Santa' 
tree  branches.  Ctookies  were  placed  coming  and  going,  but  I  listened  ii 


excitement  had  reached  a  crescendo. 
The  feathtf  beds  were  warm,  but  we 
were  eager  to  begin  Christmas  Day. 


ia^y  could  not  be  compared  with  the 
jclimax  of  Christmas  Day. 

--i  Preparation  for  Christmas  began 
/with  the  talk  about  how  big  the  tree 
^jdiould  be.  The  decision  always  ended 
fin  the  children’s  favor.  A  big  tree  that 
'touched  the  ceiling  was  a  necessity  in 
our  sight. 

j  ■  The  air  was  crisp  and  smelled  of 
~  wood  smoke  from  the  chimney  as  we 
r  gathered  the  ax  from  the  wood  pile  to 
:  go  in  search  of  a  suitable  tree.  Cheeks 
became  rosy  as  we  walked  for  miles 

■  pver  the  hills  and  meadows.  C!edar 

■  trees  grew  in  abundance  everywhere 
and  it  was  very  difficult  to  make  a  de- 
daoo  as  to  which  one  would  be  best. 
Finally,  just  the  right  one  was  sighted ; 
.and,  as  the  first  eliding  sound  began, 
the  intense  aroma  of  cedar  filled  our 
:rsd  noses.  The  tree  was  cut  and  left  for 
_our  daddy  to  bring  home  later. 

;  As  we  returned  home  frwn  miles  of 
tree  hunting,  mother  would  have  hot 
chocolate  waiting  to  warm  us.  The 
crackling  fire  that  burned  you  on  one 


g  reservou-.  And  over  in  the  east  arched  P“**®**  ®  P***®  ‘*‘*'*™  Speedy 

t  a  full  rainbow.  AH  the  heavens,  and  the  ***®  *®P  ***'*  borne,  W,  D. 

.  waters  below,  were  suddenly  shot  “P’  **  bigger  than  we  had 

j  through  with  threads  of  pink  and  yel-  “ou^t,  but  nicely  shaped. 

low.  I  caught  my  breath  and  cried,  "Pb*®  limbs  don’t  grow  close  enough 

[  “W.D.!  look,  look!  It’s  better  than  any  *®S®*ber,”  I  complained.  “Look at  that 

pot  of  gold!”  big  gap!”  But  I  stuck  a  sprig  of  holly 

I  The  next  week  we  searched  for  a  “*  the  biggest  space.  “These  needles 
.  Christmas  tree  at  the  grocery  store  "■«  slippery!  All  the  ornaments  keep 
paricing  lot.  I’ve  never  liked  artificial  sliding  off!” 

,  trees.IwantoneIcansmell,likecedar  Dots  of  people  have  beautiful 
or  spruce.  Nothing  was  under  |18,  trees— perfect  in  symmetry.  Everv 
thwgh.“'niat’s  too  high,”  W.D.  said,  y®"  I  think  I’U  choose  a  theme  for  d^ 
We  11  go  to  see  Speedy  at  Magie  next  corating  mine,  and  have  one  of  those 
weekend  and  look  for  one  in  his  Pretty  trees  like  I  see  in  magazines 
w^.”  (Sp^y  is  his  brother.)  But  when  I  get  my  ornaments  out 
The  first  Christmas  tree  I  can  re-  f  can’t  seem  to  leave  one  off.  Each  one 
member  was  a  cedar  Daddy  sawed^  is  loved,  because  each  represents  a 
Mama  trimmed  it  with  red  and  green  cherished  memory  or  a  person  I  love 
pajwr  roping  and  red  paper  bells  that  who  gave  it  to  me.  niwe’s  the  little 
caU^  fold^  shut.  mouse,  tor  example,  that 

when  I  was  in  grammar  school  Evelyn  Keyes  made,  and  the  stained 
at  ^dge  Grove,  I  watched  the  junior  glass  ‘JOY’  that  Betty  Anne  Bailev 
boj^  drag  a  giant  tree  up  the  made.  There’s  a  fam^  long-taUed  bird 
stairs  to  the  high-ceiiinged  auditorium  Irem  Margaret  Fry.  The  felt  donkev  I 
and  climb  a  tall  stepladder  to  hang  a  bought  in  Mexico  City  and  the  shuck 

cardbo^  s^  at  the  top.  *»11  in  Eureka  Springs.  The  silky  tassel 

Tlw  tree  m  Woman’s  Building  at  angels  were  made  by  some  wwnen  in 
Soutowestern  Seminary  reached  its  Bangladesh.  The  lighted  angel  W  D 
peak  of  beauty  when  every  hall  had  brought  home  one  ni^t 
met  Its  Lottie  Moon  goal  and  the  last  it  lon't »  ^  . 

light  could  be  tuiMd  m  Ml*'")’ 

our  house.  I  picked  it  because  I  didn’t  manner  *  simple  bed  in  a 

employees  gathered  at  the  Robert  E  bSSl  hSlov'S  S* 
knew  it  would  be  a  difficult  task. 

But  we  didn’t  have  to  bear  the  bur-  ^ 

^^one;  there  was  help  andplenty  of 

it.  With  the  help  of  state  miaaions  as-  - 


Battle  for  lives 

Editor; 

Thanks  tor  your  Oct.  29  editorial,  “A 
Battle  for  Lives.”  De^ite  improved 
longevity  for  the  entire  population,  the 
death  rate  for  lA-24  year  olds  has  been 
increasing.  The  primary  cause  is 
alcohol-related  automobile  accidents. 

Your  efforts  to  heighten  public 
awareness  of  the  drunk  driving  prob¬ 
lem  is  greatly  appreciated  by  our  or- 


modest  bmhip  under  300.  On  the  convention 
i-  program  only  two  persons  came  from 
I'  is  that  churches  this  small, 
loverin  Is  our  convention  catering  only  to  the 

tius,  we  “big  boys”  and  budding  up  to  the  large 
inst  the  churches  with  bulging  budgets?  I  per- 
I^  The,  sonally  do  not  believe  this  is  true,  but 
‘  so  as  to  keq>  down  undue  criticism  as 
well  as  to  keep  an  ev^  program,  I  call 
upon  our  convention  officers,  denomi¬ 
national  leadership,  and  order  of  busi¬ 
ness  committee  to  “spread  out”  these 
responsibilities  and  opportunities  to 
messengers  of  churches  which  numer¬ 
ically  best  r^resent  the  majority  of 
our  convention. 

Ralph  (^p.  Pastor 
(Central  Baptist  Church 
(tolden,  Ms. 


Poplarville,  MS  39470  cated  fran  drinking  beer.  Those  who 

Editor:  iove  life  and  have  a  respect  for  it  must 

Thank  you  for  the  splendid  editorial  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  against  the 
a  Jew  weeks  back  about  the  deadly  legalization  of  alcohol, 
curseof  alcohol. ’There  is  not  one  posi-  Don  G.  Nerren,  pastor 
tive  thing  that  can  be  said  in  defense  of  Center  Hill  Bap^  Church 

the  legalization  of  alcohol.  It  has  de-  Monroe  County 
stroyed  more  homes  and  lives  than  any 
other  one  thing  in  this  world.  'n  .  i  •_ 

Not  too  long  ago  I  had  to  bury  one  of  ID  the  conventioii 

the  sweetest  ladies  I  have  ever  known.  Editor: 

^  According  to  the  Mississippi  Baotist 

lightfwour^Jesus.niatlightwas  Conventi^  Bulletin  IggS^WeM 

there  are  1,922  churches  in  MStosiSi 
when  the  automc^e  in  which  she  was  with  less  than  1,000  meml«ra^^ 
*paw«iprwashitfromtherearbya  Churches  with  1,900  or  more  membei? 
d^yver  driving  at  a  high  rate  of  A  look  at  the  program  for  theSSS: 

"“‘PP*  ®*P****  Convention  revSu 
..  *****  personalities  from  32  of  these 

^Is^by^caaketandwatched  churches  either  spoke,  sang  gaw^ 
herfamilyHlebyforonelastgoodbyel  testimony,  or  reoorted  * 

hadanlnnertboughtHtheseSlBiho  durK 
vote  for  the  legalization  of  alcohol  te^  these^lliSSi  S 

iew  than  1,000  membersIStoer!! 

*>®“"'*»win»®mbersSrS»S 

cohol,  then  perhaps  the  vote  for  legali-  percent  of  the  convem^inr«Jf®® 
zation  of  tto  garbage  would  never  find  personalities  came  ^rem^r*^ 
a  sympathetic  ear.  It  is  evident  that  churches  which  represent  less 

PereentofaIltheS«teoi?SL® 

well  as  those  who  vote  for  it  have  not  convention. 

8^  yet  in  one  of  these  funowl  par-  Tlje  Convention  Bulletin  on  nam.  an 
(1^  .  .  -  Also  5tst68  th^t  6€.5  p6rc6nt  rf  Mi**' 

Tbedriverwbowasdrivingthetnick  sippi  Baptist  Churchy 


Qhristian  social  ministries 

‘I  wonder  if  God’ 

trying  to  speak  to 

A  number  <rf  MiMiaBiDol  R-nH-*  «  .  ByTlmNkfcolM 

RieiaanMa  Clertldala  t-  jt t 


igna«y.uecembera.mi  BAPTIST  REOmn  PAr.«  t 

Firewood  warms  hearts 

(Continued  from  page  1)  Sam  Holcomb,  pastor  w»«  ni^n« 

other  deeds,  they  ran  a  wire  from  the  m  a  gnnip  of  children  from 
pulpitacroasthestieettoaspeakerin  Oiito^'UlIlagetosSJ^i^liS^^^ 
the  b(»ne  of  a  member  who  has  ar-  during  Christmas  this  pLt 
ttriUs  and  caa't  <at  out.  ,I.e7  tbrX, 

TTiis  year,  the  men  and  women  are  l^ayberry  said  Holcomb  am) 

SdffiSitoverlSiK?^ 

for  Christinas.  story  to  be  told 

Anri  fh^v  flu  Ro*«fsAf  »r _ ■  we  re  Mt  in  it  for  any 

‘Give 


women  wiin  carzymg  tneir  part  of  th 
to  ?*!!.*  ****®*’**^***®'^  helping  load,  su^  as  carrying  food  t 

^  “yo“’fe  the  sick  in  the  area. 
aUw»  mi^op-mlnded  people  Said  l^ayberry,  “Our  Brotherhoo< 
tional*!^h^t.k®™*^’  ^  ^  «»*>cia-  boils  down  to  eveiybody  contributini 
foimity  tt^^**"*  participanting  what  talent  they  have.” 

Bach  recipient  is  referred  to  a  lUT^oV  *  * 

come  for  help,  ^oak  leads  trustees 

2^™«»^to  Sdi^  for  Baptist  Hospital 

^  trying  to  speak  to  us.” 

~  .  I  Medical  Cent- 

lanj.  .  -  er’s  board  of  trustees  will  be  guided  in 

ink  k  9^*1?***^*  Smpson,  the  G-  Moak,  president,  and 

Sray  "®*  budgeted  2ach  T.  Hedennan,  diairman  of  the 

aunt  tiS*?.'  ®'''*‘ything  related  is  vohio-  executive  committee, 
aclu  Williams,  director  of  The  l$-member  Board,  elected  an- 

olvii  ^‘****ed,  people  would  nually  by  the  Mississippi  Bi^tist  Con- 

ptS  ^®^?7*ilhiglabeingtakencareof.”  vention,  has  its  first  female  member  in 
aZ  “y» '^“Jhuns,  the  MyearsinMrs.  Charles  (Joan)  Tyler. 

^  wvauon  Army  takes  care  <rf  trans-  Other  members  include  Julian  L. 
ifof  i”w“^*^^®^tlsts  concentrate  on  Clark,  Sidney  D.  Davis,  Joel  Halre,  D. 
w  rMidents.  They  focus  on  people  in  I^y»»n  Harkness,  W.  Henry  Holman, 
’th*  ■5??P®'‘"’y  “*ed.  ‘‘We’ve  had  cases  Tom  Hudson,  Alvis  T.  Hunt,  W.  P. 

«  tft  ^^“P^^twnlly  wasabletollveoff  McMullan  Jr.,  Richard  L.  MUler,  Bob 
Sh*  “  ‘*«*th  in  the  W.  Pittman,  Ralph  Rives  and  Allen  0. 

^  family  suddenly  brought  in  25-30  Webb. 

I — 771 - ^ — ~ 

s  JAIA  US  Al 

w  TIMA  FttEl 

Of  hack  home.  She  admitted  the  si^* 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  prlM.  binding  and  Myto  to  iimm  mtn 
nood.  Quality  wcrkmansMp  guar«M*ad 
Writ*  for  Hluatralad  prir«  MdST 
"IntarnaHooally  known  tpodaUtti" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

-  a^SOSC-  Otaawaiad.  Waa.  SMm 


*»  iBierreo  lo  a 
when  members  come  for  help. 

^  woi^  whose  house  had  burned. 

Hying  to  speak  to  US.” 

^^^Vuj^she  promised  to  get  back  ^Missippi  Bi^tist 


County  is  operating  its  cr^  minSJJ  ’  ****  •‘**‘l“«te  clothing 

out  of  the  asaociational  officw'^*^*'^  fll*****!**’  Women  from  the  churches 

■n»e  Riverside  and  TaU^tdiie  As- 

*odatiooaloRieMmr..«/v.....i<-i...  ..We  provide  also  a  spiritual 


CHURCH  FURNISHINGS 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 
CTiaacel  •  Pews  •  Classroom 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
P.O.Box  537,  Brandon,  MS  39042 
Call  Collect  601-825-1955 


Annuity  Board  ol  th© 

&So1m  to 

0\u  regular  ^ce  number  also  will  be  chanalna 
214/^CmS1i  number  wlfl^ 

!°  ^ 

NumDei.  W©  want  to  serve  you  better. 


^  was  helping  30  people  a  wee-i:, 

er^ecting  a  rire  in  customers  as  the  local  churches 

^s«nedbytli.cent.r.EMl.red.  prel«tolo.„ 

^fromdtbtf  apaator.fromtbewel.  bi  hunger  reli«f  binds  to  Ibe  mlnlrt..^ 

I'S!  "  ««  In-HuMt.  tb.  Jnil,  or  md .tai BiSiSto tte ^SbSS 

^  Wore  releaM  are  outfitted.  Inereaalng  here,”  a^  wSSiS^ 
I^  and  denomination  are  not  bar-  •«*|^^^wuuams. 

ricrs  to  tbe  ministries  here  or  in  Pike 

or  Clarksdale.  ^ho  sit  and  think,  mostiy  sit. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Activities 

»m««lbMColle.e.CII«e»Tlnm 

1  j  Cooperative  Program  (Stew  ElmSi^t 

1-8  Deacon  Emnhniria  w*aair  /rADia  '  "•  r^pnasis) 


Annuity  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

511  North  Akaid  •  Dallas.  Texas  75201 
214/720-0511 


Mississippi  decorations 


Ireiand.  a  first-year  Ph.D.  student  from  Qreenville.  helped  Mrs.  June  Honeycutt 
m  ^presenting  Mississippi  Baptiste  on  the  community  ChristmM  treJ 

m  ^e  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Louiavilta  Ireland  a  Mississinni 

M^Tri  “T*  At  tha  invSion  Sf 

Honeycutt,  wife  of  seminary  president  Roy  L.  Honeycutt  omamente  were 

^  Convention  boards  and  agan- 

univarsitiae.  seminaries,  and  Southern 
Seminary  trustees  and  alumni.  Omamente,  many  of  them  handmade  also  were  sent 
than  40  nation,  where  Southern  Baptist  foreign  iCon^nriTe 

tollowing;  William  h‘ 

^rrall.  Southern  Seminary  alumni  president  for  the  state;  Jack  QIaza  professor  and 


Christmas  Greetings  to  ALL 
Mississippi  Baptists 

A  We  appreciate  your  loyal  support. 

^CAbaptist  book  store 

Jackson 

Charles  MqGlocklin  &  Staff 
(We  will  be  closed  December  26) 


H  Dedicated  to  .strengthening  families 
Oj  Directed  by  a  team  of  family  life 
—t  siieoialisL^i 

Giving  to  the  church 

i^Jl^*****^  (church)  tithing. 

^  ^  SomeUmes  the  church  budget  figum 

^Ihe  Lord.  Do  do  not  reflect  our  idea  of  priorities;  but 

ms  ^uld  tithe  body.  On  a  limited 
ve  always  prac-  felt  constrained  to  make 


income,  we  have 

- _j  over  and 

above  offerings  to  special  mission  c<mi- 
cems  and  to  community  benevolent 
causes. 

Suggestion:  If  you  can’t  get  a  family 
agreement  to  Uthe,  try  for  some  per- 

cent  (rf  the  family  income  and  learn  the 

joy  of  such  giring.  As  for  over  and 
a^ve  gifts,  counsel  with  the  family  in 
advance  about  special  appeals  you 
want  to  consider.  Note  the  amounts 
and  stick  to  your  pLsn  unless  you  have 
^me  unexpected  income.  You  may 
feel  the  need  to  have  a  family  prayer 
to  <neeting  for  leadership  in  the  stewdrd- 
sWp  of  this  extra  blessing.  Giving 

-  - - , — 1,  should  be  considered  a  joy  and 

our  collies  have  received  earnings  Privilege  and  not  a  burden  or  duty.  It  is 

w  way  to  express  our  gratitude  to 
Giod  for  His  many  blessings. 

In^pirlet  to  Intensive  Care  are  wel- 
Mmed.  Readers  who  feel  the  need  of 
■teing  in  touch  with  Intensive  Care  are 
encouraged  to  write.  Identities  remain 
confidential.  And  though  the  identities 
of  those  performing  this  ministry  have 

kept  confidential  to  this  point, 
^y  are  well  qualified  for  the  service 
«ey  are  rende^.  Inquiries  should  be 
Addressed  to  Intensive  Care,  Baptist 
l^rd,  Box  538,  Jackson,  MS 
^  3«2I5.-Editer. 


DECEMBER  29-30 


Foundation  records  reflect  income 
increase  for  ninth  straight  year 


ftegistratlon  Foo 


ov^thepreviousyear. Utere^’”® 

fleets  an  incre^  for  the  ninth  con-  8.11  for  each  doUm^ested 

BlueStain 

earned  rose  to  1755,457  an  increase  of  OiUefle  ii  mo  mi  m 

846,180  ovwjhe  previous  year.  This  WlUigScarey  CoUmc w'Se  84 

amount  exceeds  the  total  convention  Clarice  Collese  ^  34»*M  U 

HW.  MM-Wci.ll.g.  w:Sg.-g 

Over  these  40  years,  the  convention  83,316,929.48 

l^  invest^  81,334,845.29  in  the  opera-  About  8750,000  has  been  sent  directly 

tion  of  this  ministry.  The  return  in  "®*ir  foreign,  home,  and  state  mission 
earnings  amounts  to  87,033,326.91.  boards,  and  another  8237,000  to  the 
Thus,  for  every  dollar  invested,  Children’s  Village,  with  the 

there  has  been  a  return  of  approxi-  “l**l**lPPlB«pfiat  Medical  Center., 
mately  85.27  for  Mississippi  Baptist  ^l^lok  811,800.  at  least  another 
and  Southern  Baptist  causes.  81,600,000  was  earned  and  sent  to  our 

participating  ciiuniies  for  these  same 
missioD  causes, 

(Xir  ottao'  participants  are  those  wbo 
receive  the  earned  income  from  their 
I  during  the  remainder  of  their 

lifetime.  At  their  decease,  the  earnings 
will  go  to  their  designated  mission 
cause  or  causes.  Some  8648.000  bas 


^SSISSIPPI  CHILDREN’S 
home  SOCIETY  is  seekii«  ma- 
hire  wsmau  to  live  In  as  bsuse- 
pareat  for  five  preguaat  yeuug 
woinea.  Mutbe  to  drive.  Qul 
(811)  2Sk-77l4  for  mare  itfonaa- 


been  earned  and  distributed  to  these 
individuals. 

It  was  noted  that  because  of  the  wise 
investmoit  practices  of  tbe  executive 
committee,  tbe  corpus  of  the  Partidp 
ants’  Funds  bas  been  iiKreaaed  by 
(xie-third  (3345  percent)  during  tbe  life 
of  tbe  Foundation. 

The  meeting  was  caocluded  with  a 
celebration  of  the  40tb  anniversary  of 
aro  shown  In  tha  photo  tbe  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation. 
Baker,  praaidant;  Norria  Barry  Landrum,  pastor  of  First  Biqh 


for  SALE:  WURUTZER 
ORGAN  Model  4875.  Excellent 
conditiaa.  Baviau  Bsftist  Church, 
)^dcsb^.  Call  coUect  (111)  811- 
8882. 


mi//l//IPPI  COLLEGE  ^COLI/€Um 
Ginton.  mi//t//tppt 


for  SALE:  Seven  15  ft.  solid 
CHURCH  PEWS,  87N. 
mjRUTZER  Fuamakcr  ORGAN 
excellent  coadition,  8888.  Call 
(•til  7154474  ar  7854291. 


Baylor  Faculty,  students 
urge  nuclear  disarmament 

members  of  the  RusseU  Lester,  John  Wood,  Naymond  tear  arms  control  and  c 

‘community”  at  Bavinr  Unit;— William  L.  Pitts,  J.  W.  negotiation  strategy  dem 
Waco,  Texi,  have  nr^^f-L  ^  Patterson,  Bruce  C.  Church  withdraw  its  m. 

low  Christians  “not  tn  w-esson,  and  Glen  0.  Hilbum.  E.  L.  from  the  continuing  din 

to  the  fln»i  ropiices  Dwyer,  retired  faculty  member,  also  nuclear  arms  race.” 


to  the  wl’i  accomplices 

final  holocaust  through  our  si- 

resident 
graduate  relig- 

faculty  member,  placed  a  paid 
if  ^  D«»«nber  issue 

end  to  our  silence,” 
t^  statement  said  the  signers  “be- 
'  «  the  use  of  nuclear  weapons  lacks 

'  moral  justification  and  stands  con- 

«  ®  ^  and  asked 

nttj^to  join  us  in  the  divine  calling 

The  adnlinistration  at  Baylor,  the 
mrgest  university  affiliated  with 
southern  Baptists,  “has  not  been  ex¬ 
tremely  favorable  toward  our  ef¬ 
forts  ”  according  to  Curtis  Freeman, 
one  (rf  the  statement’s  authors  and  pas¬ 
tor  of  Belfalls  ( Texas )  Baptist  Church. 

However ,  John  S.  Belew,  vice  presi- 
dMt  and  provost  at  Baylor,  said;  “The 
right  of  individuals  to  express  their 
positions  on  issues  which  affect  the 
welfare  of  mankind  are  respected  at 
Baylor .  All  sensitive  people  are  deeply 
concerned  about  the  potential  for  a 
nuclear  holocaust. 

“It  would  be  improper,  though,  for 
any  group  to  state  or  infer  they  repr^ 
sent  a  position  of  Baylor  University.  A 
number  of  solutions  for  the  avoidance 
of  nuclear  disaster  have  been  proposed 
and  it  is  the  hope  of  all  mankind  that 
the  most  effective  one  will  be  em¬ 
braced.” 

Freeman  said  they  hope  the  ad, 
which  included, a  disclaimer  “this 

statement  in  no  way  represents  any  of- 

ficiaJ  position  of  Baylor  University  on 
this  subject,”  will  bring  the  issue  of 
disarmament  up  for  discussion  among 
Southern  Baptists.  i 

Students,  “spent  hours”  with  pro-  l 
fessors,  “explaining  our  concern,  i 
going  over  the  statement,  asking  and  1 
a^ering  questions,”  Freeman  said 
after  it  was  decided  to  include  as  large  £ 
a  portion  of  the  graduate  religion  r 
community  as  possible.  cj 

Thirteen  of  17  full  time  faculty  E 
members  in  the  graduate  school  ulti-  ii 
mately  signed,  along  with  the  director  tl 
of  Baylor’s  Institute  of  Church-State  U 
Studies,  James  Wood.  a 

Others  included  Glen  Hilbum,  de-  0 
partment,  chairman;  James  Landes,  o' 
former  exe^Uve  director  of  the  Bap-  U 
list  General  Convention  of  Texas;  E 
Daniel**. -McGee.  H  J.  Flanders- Jr.  h"  ^ 
C,  -Wj  Ghnstiah;  John'  B.  Davidson;*-  ■'d 


Owyer,  retired  faculty  member,  also 
signed  the  statement. 

Those  who  did  not  sign  were:  James 
Breckenridge,  Edward  Dalglish, 
Robert  Sloan  and  W.  J.  Wimpy,  cam¬ 
pus  chaplain. 

The  statement  also  said:  “The 
nuclear  arms  race  threatens  to  termi¬ 
nate  creation,  while  simultaneously 
diverting  money  apjl  resources  which 
could  otherwise  be  used  to  meet  the 
basic  needs  of  the  earth’s  poorest 
people  ...  the  spiraling  nuclear 
build-up  accompanied  by  the  failure  to 
develop  a  meaningful,  authentic  nuc¬ 


lear  arms  control  and  disarmament 
negotiation  strategy  demands  that  tJie 
Church  withdraw  its  moral  support 
from  the  continuing  direction  of  the 
nuclear  arms  race.” 

It  said  the  statement  had  been  writ¬ 
ten  to  “affirm  the  spirit  of  recent 
statements  on  nuclear  arms  control 
and  disarmament,  as  exemplified  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s 
peace  resolutions,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Bishops’  letter  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church’s  Call  to  Halt  Nuclear  Arms." 

Freeman  said,  in  addition  to  South- 
em  Baptists,  signers  of  the  statement 
included  members  of  Missionary  Bap¬ 
tist,  Presbyterian,  Mennonite,  Disci¬ 
ples  <11  Christ,  Church  of  Christ,  Luthe¬ 
ran  and  Nazarene  churches. 


Front  row  from  left;  Regina  Harlow.  Cliffa  Foster.  Delena  Nunn.  Rhonda  Latch. 
Mck  row;  Susan  Puckett,  Melva  Graham.  Greg  Moffitt.  Bruce  Ingram,  Mark  Fre¬ 
derick.  Suzy  Washburn.  .  a  r.o- 

BMC  students  work  in  Bogota 


Church  goes  up  at  old  Kittiwake 


Cbriatian.  broke  ground  for  its  first  building  Sent 
Chu^Lo'I^i'B^cr®  'ni»»ion.-8pon8ored  by  Fi«t 

Buildino  chairman.  Building  Committe^AI  Green. 

<  (See  ‘‘Letters  to  the  EdUor/^^*’  Michael  Hutchinson,  pastor. 

College  at  Charleston 
removes  administrators 

By  John  Roberts 

HSrirtSSmt  W  president  to  retire,  the  trus- 

narmcK,  president  of  Baptist  College  tees  said 

Wyears. has  Minutes  after  voUng  for  the  presi- 

retirement,  the  board  voS^  to 

oj^-^^f^emeeting 

‘wEi.  ®^?®®  ‘V®  president  for  student  affairs. 

was  effective  im- 

He  aereed  i  .-.4  “^^i^tely  and  they  were  given  one 

„  J  pcM  and  uked  to  be  relieved  month’s  severance  pay. 

untU  Dec.  31.  The  board’s  expressed  concern  was 


Keyboard  fests  - 
are  set  for 
15  locations  4 

^strict  keyboard  festivals  for  piano 
and  organ  are  set  for  Jan.  26, 27,  and  28 
in  15  locations  throughout  the  state. 

These  festivals  are  for  studwits  in 
grades  1-12.  Tliere  will  be  a  registrd- 
tion  fee  of  |6  per  participant  which  is  to 
be  sent  to  the  C3iurch  Music  Depart¬ 
ment,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Boanl,  Box  530,  Jack^,  Miss.,  39^’ 
Registration  forms  may  be  obtained 
from  the  above  address,talso.  ; 

Registration  must  be  received  by 
Tuesday,  Jan.  10,  according  to  Dot 
Pray,  coordinator  of  the  festivals. 

Following  are  dates,  times,  loca 
tions,  and  leaders  for  each  festival. 

Jan.  26  at  6:30  p.m.:  East  McComb 
Church,  McComb,  James  Bickham; 
Morrison  Heights,  Clinton,  Bill 
Barnes;  First,  Laurel,  Billy  Vaughan; 
First,  West  Point,  Bob  Gray;  Calvary, 
Tupelo,  Sandy  Otoumanous; 

Jan.  27  at  6:30  p.m.:  First,  Colum 
bus,  James  Allen;  First  Natchez,  Ken 
Miller;  Petal-Harvey,  Petal,  Louis 
Nicolosi;  North  Greenwood,  Green¬ 
wood;  Bob  Hatzfeld;  First,  Oystal 
Springs,  James  Beasley; 

Jan.  28,  9:30  a.m.:  Oak  Forest, 
Jackson,  Jerry  Tqlley;  First 
Gulfport,  Martha  Frances  Dugger, 
First,  Hbm  Lake,  George  McFadin; 
First,  Greenville,  Alice  Katherine 
Turner;  Highland,  Meridian,  Franklin 
Denham. 

For  further  information,  contact 
Mrs.  Pray  at  the  Church  Music  De¬ 
partment,  phone  968-3800. 

Youth  meet 
to  offer 


During  the  upcoming  Christmas 
holidays,  a  team  of  nine  students  and 
the  Baptist  Student  Union  director  will 
participate  in  a  mission  project  in 
Bogota,  Colombia  in  South  America 
Working  with  Blue  Mountain 
alumna  (’82)  and  missionary  jour¬ 
neyman.  Miss  Pam  Randle,  the  stu¬ 
dents  will  work  primarily  with 
English-speaking  young  people.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  11  day  project  (Dec.  27-Jan.  6), 
the  team’s  major  responsibility  will  be 
to  lead  a  four-day  recreation  lab  with 
approximately  75  high  school  students. 
Other  experiences  will  include  an 
overmght  “lock-in”  with  youths  and 
leading  worship  services  at  the 
English-speaking  Baptist  Chapel. 
Members  of  the  team  are  Martftonjt 
derwk,  -Amory*)  •  Cliffa  Poster.' 


Shepherdsville,  Ky.;  Melva  Graham, 


M  iil - uo«ra  s  expressed  concem  was 

over  what  they  considered  too  heavy 

indebtedness  for  building.  The  college  WltneSSUlff 

2.000  students  and  a  has  an  opferating  budget  of  $10  millton  oor  iig 


Four-year-old  church 
reaches  out  to  the  world 


Bruce  Ingram,  Pinson,  Ala.;  Rhonda 
Latch.  Hornsby,  Tenn.;  Greg  Moffitt, 
Hickory  Flat;  Delena  Nunn,  Her¬ 
nando,  Suzy  Washburn,  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain;  and  Susan  Puckett.  BSU  direc¬ 
tor.  Also  working  in  the  group  will  be 
Lloyd  Lun<;eford,  associate  directoi^of 
the  Department  of  Student  Work,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Boai^. 

The  team  is  already  involved  in 
weekly  training  sessions.  The  pastor  of 
the  Englisl^speaking  Baptist  Chapel 
in  Bogota,  Bob  Polk  was  on  campus  on 
Oct,  28  to  spend  time  in  orientation 
team.  Each,  student  on,the  , 


w  — - wvwwwtw  SUIV»  d 

dozen  buildings. 

Baptist  (College  is  one  of  f<xir  col- 


Cold water;  Regina  Harlow,  Amory  •  College  is  one  of  four  col- 

Bruce  Ingram,  Pinson,  Ala.;  Rhonda  Carolina  Baptist 

Latch.  Hnrn«hv  Tonn  •  cirt^  M-rct  Convention. 


Hie  president’s  sudden  retirement 
was  brought  about  by  a  conflict  vrith 
the  board  over  financial  policies  and 
ovCT  his  choice  of  key  aditonistrative 
assistants.  Some  of  the  trustees  said 
they  were  not  interested  in  removing 
the  president,  but  two  vice  presidents. 
Since  Hamrick  refused  to  fire  them, 
the  board  could  best  reach  them  by 


a  »  ^  O  T— —  aaaaaaavaa 

but  has  $11  million  in  debts— mostly 
federal  loans  for  buildings.  Although 
Baptist  CkiU^e’s  assets  exceed  $24.2 
million,  it  reported  a  total  endowment 
of  only  $643,457. 

John  A.  Fincher,  retired  presidentof 
Carson-Newman  College  in  Jefferson 
City,  Tenn.,  and  former  academic 
dean  of  Samfixtl  University,  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala.,  has  been  named  interim 
administrator. 

(Roberts  is  editor  of  the  South 
Carolina  Baptist  Courier.) 


Schillings  serve  in  Antigua 

I  ^p‘s.  H.  Glen  Schilling,  di-  There  was  a  total  enrollment  of  61  from 

Simpson  Baptist  10  churches.  Schilling  also  preached  at 

ilJBULIillUll  Urti  lin  wtie.  Vtli,  Dauttot Church 

imder  a^iniment  from  the  Foreign  on  Nov.  27.  Mrs.  Schilling  led  a  literaev 

Missim  Board  Nov.  25  -  Dec.  3  in  An-  workshop  each  momin  *  There  was  a 


Central  Baptist  (3iurch  in  Brandon, 
is  a  mere  child — only  four  years  old; 
and  its  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  is 
an  infant— three  months  old— but  the 
missions  spirit  and  ertthusiasm  of  this 
small  church  is  worth  noting.  ^ 

The  total  membership  is  around  160, 
with  Sunday  School  enrollment  of  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  100.  A  double-wide 
trailer  houses  the  church  auditorium, 
and  a  single-wide  trailer  serves  as 
educational  space.  A  new  building, 
now  under  construction,  will  provide  a 
larger  auditorium  and  additional  edu¬ 
cational  spa(%;  but  completion  is  sev¬ 
eral  months  away. 

Mrs.  Dianne  Phillips,  WMU  direc¬ 
tor,  says,  “We  met  Oct.  17  for  the  or¬ 
ganizational  meeting  of  Baptist  Wo¬ 
men.  On  Oct.  26,  Girls  in  Action  and 
Mission  Friends  were  organized.  (^ 
Nov.  23,  our  Acteens  organization  was 
begun. 

“The  Baptist  Men  had  been  or¬ 
ganized  for  several  months,  but  there 
was  no  Royal  Ambassa<lor  organiza¬ 
tion.  A  man  from  a  neighboring  church 
spoke  at  one  of  the  Baptist  Men  meet¬ 
ings  about  the  need  for  RA  work.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  meeting,  six  men  volun- 
teeried  to  begm  work  with  RAs.  Now, 
we  have  missions  education  for  every 
member  of  our  church.” 

Central  has  participated  in  the  Lot¬ 
tie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for 
Foreign  Missions  in  past  years,  but  its 
observance  this  year  with  the  WMU 
leading  the  emphasis  is  quite  (Afferent . 
Last  year  the  church  had  difficulty 
reaching  its  goal  of  $200,  and  finally 
ha<l  to  take  money  from  the  church 
treasury  to  complete  the  goal.  This 
year  the  church  was  within  a  few  dol¬ 
lars  of  suTfiassing  its  goal  of  $250  the 
second  Sunday  in  December. 

Each  WMU  organization  has  had  a 
^rt  in  the  emphasis,  all  age-level  or¬ 
ganizations  observed  the  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions.  'The  GAs 
pres^ted  a  puppet  skit  on  the  life  of 
Lottie  Moon  the  second  Sumlay  in  De¬ 
cember.  * 

GAs  and  their  mothers  made  re¬ 
freshments  for  the  girls  to  sell  to  i 
church  members  each  Wednesday  i 
nl^  in  Decerhber.  Part  of  the  pro-  I 
ccedi  Irom  the  sales  will  go  to  the  Lot¬ 
tie  Moon  Oiristmas  Offering.  | 

Acteens  provided  an  “in-church  po^  ' 
office.”  Members  brought  their  ' 
Christmas  cards  for  other  church 
members,  along  with  20  cents  for  each  f 
card,  to  the  Acteens  “post  office.”  s 
Cards  were  distributed  by  the  Acteois  I 
and  proceeds  from  the  “poet  office” 


By  Betty  Smith 

wre  given  to  the  fottie  Moon  Offer-  Central  since  its  beginning.  His  wife. 

r-  »  1  i_  ,  -Pattie,  is  music  director. 

(^ntral  Church  also  notes  the  needs  Mrs.  Phillips  says.  “I  credit  Pattie 
in  Its  own  community.  Ten  Baptist  Pannell  with  helping  us  organize 

S’ehasservrtasassociS 

Ba^^  Men,  provided  refreshments  Baptist  Women  director  so  she  had » 
an<l  analmaa  gilts  for  one  of  the  lot  St  knowhow  a,ld“Sn«  to  ^1 

StotoHSeSfSi  C'hlfal Isa ihissiotis-itondi 

Whitfield.  The  cot-  church,  and  we  are  growing  spiritualh 
tage  houses  47 acutely  mentally  ill  pa-  and  in  missions.” 

m!!  DU  1.  Central  Church  in  Brandon  joins 

Mrs.  Phillips  says.  “The  party  was  other  churches  in  MississiDoi  and 
su^  a  blessing  to  ^1  of  us.  I  think  the  throughout  the  Southern  BapUst  Cton- 
^Uents  could  feel  the  love  and  con-  vention  in  reaching  out  to  fhe  world 

SotuT  “’®"’  ”  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Jf-i 

/  ®^®  fering  for  Foreign  Missions.  I 

baskets  for  several  families  in  Bran-  Betty  Smith  is  secretary  in  the  Mi*J 
don  surrounding  communities.  sissippi  Baptist  Woman’s^ Missionary  ' 
J.  T.  Pannell  has  been  pastor  at  Union  office.  ^ 

Student  actions  reflect 
bold  missions  attitude 


tigua,'  Windward  Islands.  Schilling 
taught  a  course  on  church  polity  under 
the  direction  of  the  Education  Exten¬ 
sion  Department  of  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board.  It  was  a  12-hour  course, 
made  available  for  the  members  of  the 


total  enrollment  of  19  from  four  de¬ 
nominations.  The  island  of  AnUgua  is 
11  miles  long  ^  eight  miles  wide  with 
75,000 population.  TTie  average  income 
is  $600  annually. 

The  churches  and  interested  people 


island  and  other  interested  people,  expaises  for  the  mission  trip. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth 
Evangelism  (Conference  Dec.'29-30  at 
Mississippi  College,  Clinton,  features 
Christian  concerts  by  Kay  DeKalb  and 
Steve  Camp,  witness  training  by 
Lamar  Slay,  inspirational  messages 
by  Peter  McLeod,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  and  congrega- 
ti()nal  music  led  by  Bruce  Fields, 
minister  of  youth  and  activities  at 
First  Church,  Biloxi. 

Slay,  minister  of  youth  at  Castle 
Hills  Church,  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  will 
lead  participants  in  an  intense,  four 
session  seminar  on  witnessing  to  one’s 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

The  program,  sponsored  by  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board’s 
-Blvangelism  Department,  begins  with 
registration  at  1  p.m.,  Thu«day,  Dec 
29  and  concludes  at  4: 15  p.m.,  Dec.  30. 
The  dates  in  the  1983  Baptist  diary 
were  wrong. 

There  will  be  a  fee  of  $3  per  person 
for  materials  to  be  used  during  ses¬ 
sions. 

Total  abstinence  is  easier  for  me-  - 
than  perfect  moderation. -St.  Augus-i-i 

tino  ® 


B 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— The 
number  of  churches,  Sunday  schiMls 
and  missions  started  with  the  help  of 
students  involved  in  Southern  Baptist 
campus  ministry  tripled  during  the 
past  year,  according  to  statistics  from 
the  annual  Bold  Mission  Thrust  report. 

The  statistics  for  the  1982-83  school 
year,  reported  by  state  convention 
student  (Urectors  and  compiled  by  na¬ 
tional  student  ministries  of  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board,  show  students 
were  instrumental  in  starting  96  new 
churches,  Sunday  schools,  or  mis¬ 
sions,  as  compared  with  33  new  starts 
in  1981-82. 

Statistics  reflect  an  overall  increase 
in  mission  work  with  the  number  of 
students  involved  in  summer  missions 
and  other  short-term  missions  pro¬ 
jects  rising  to  8,919  from  5,388. 

In  addition,  students  contributed 
$933,782  toward  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sion  projects. 

Last  year,  of  the  158,630  students  in¬ 
volved  in  campus  ministry  in  the  Un¬ 
ited  States,  118,368  were  also  enrolled 
in  Sunday  School  in  a  local  church 
Churches  recorded  5,497  student  bap¬ 
tisms  during  the  year. 

Student  participation  in  Bible  study 
groups  on  campus  continues  to  rise, 
increasing  from  32,181  in  1981-82  to 
35,684  last  year. 

•  A  category  added  this  year  showed 
more  than  10,100  students  involved  in 
some  type  of  witness  training  during 
the  year.  > 

Also,  2,828  chutches  received  some 


By  Gail  Rotbwell 

(BP)— The  type  of  assistance  in  developing  a 
day  schools  ministry  to  students  and  1 448  church 
I  the  help  of  workers  with  student  responsibility  ^ 
lem  Baptist  received  training  in  student  ministry 
during  the  The  BMT  report  indicates  student 
itistics  from  work  relies  heavily  upon  volunteer  di  ' 
rust  report,  rectors  and  workers. 

82-83  school  Of  the  20  campuses  reporting  stu-  ' 
convention  dent  work  in  Colorado,  14  of  the  direc 
piled  by  na-  tors  are  either  Mission  Service  Corns 
the  Baptist  personnel  or  volunteer  workers  In 
»w  students  North  Carolina,  37  of  the  46  directors 
mg  96  new  are  volunteers,  and  in  Ohio  26  of  the  29 
Is,  or  mis-  positions  are  either  Mission  Service  ! 
'  new  starts  Corps  or  volunteer  workers.  ! 


(Gail  Rothwell  writes  for  the  Sunday 
School  Board.)  ^ 

Tax  credits  pushed 

WASHINGTON  (BP)-Despite  a  re¬ 
cent  Senate  vote  decisively  rejecting 
them.  President  Reagan  has  renews  • 

his  commitment  to  push  for  tuition  tar  ' 

credits  in  the  98th  Congress.  | 

Reagan  told  21  Catholic,  Jewish,  and 

evangelical  supporters  of  tuition  tar 
credits  he  will  push  the  Republican-  ' 
controlled  Senate  for  a  new  vote  as 
early  as  next  spring.  According  toojw  ? 
participant  in  the  Dec.  7  meeting 
Rwgan  said  it  is  wrong  to  say  he  fai  w’  i 
to  lobby  the  Senate  hard  enough  to  i^ 
sure  passage  of  his  measure  before  it 
was  voted  down,  59-38,  on  Nov  16 
The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  ll 
and  numerous  state  conventions  haw 
gone  on  record  repeatedly  in  onoosi 
twn  to  tuition  tax  credit  legislatton  ' 


The  Church  Insurance  Program  is  administered  by  the  Annuity  Board  of  the 
bouthern  Baptist  (Invention  and  is  underwritten  by  Aetna  Life  and  Casualty. 
The  Church  Insurance  Program  offers: 

Term  Life  Plan . . .  protects  you  up  to  $100,000,  The  prelkium 
is  waived  while  the  coverage  remains  intact  if  you  become 
disabled.  Accidental  death  benefits  provide  double  the  face  value 
of  your  coverage. 

Comprehensive  Medical  Plan ...  provides  major  medical 
protection  for  you  and  your  family  at  the  lowest  possible  cost. 

Disability  Plan . . .  replaces  church  income  lost  due  to  total 
disability  occurring  while  actively  serving  a  Southern  Baptist 
church. 

All  salaried  personnel  employed  by  a  Southern  Baptist  church  for  at  least  20 
hours  per  wwk  are  eligible  to  apply  for  protection.  (Average  Will  begin  on  the  date 
of  approval  by  Aetna. 

You  may  obtain  a  brochure  and  application  from  your  state  annuity  secretary  or 
the  Annuity  Board. 


A 


Marketing  Division 
Annuity  Board  of  the 
Southern  Biqttist  Convention 
511  North  Akard  •  Dallas.  Texas  75201 

or  call  iHir  new  cttl)  free  numivt  l-fiOO-262-051 1 
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Flexibility,  cooperation 
keys  to  training  growth 
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BOLIVAR,  Mo.  (BP)-Charle«  L. 
Chaney,  vice  president  for  academic 
affairs,  has  been  elected  president  trf 
Southwest  Baptist  University,  effec¬ 
tive  immediately.  He  succeeds  Harlan 
Spurgeon,  who  resigned  in  June  to  be¬ 
come  vice  president  for  human  re¬ 
sources  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Ch^y,  a  native  of  Texas,  came  to 
SBU  in  February  of  1961  as  dean  erf  the 
Bedford  School  of  Theology  and 
Church  Vocations.  Prior  to  accepting 
the  SBU  position,  Gianey  was  director 
of  the  division  of  church  extension  with 
the  Illinois  Baptist  State  Association. 
He  received  a  BA  degree  from  Howard 
Payne  University,  Brownwood,  Tex., 
the  BD  and  ThM  degrees  from  South¬ 
ern  Seminary  in  LouisviUe,  Ky.,  and 
the  MA  and  PhD  degrees  from  the 
University  of  Chicago.  He  has  been 
pastor  of  churches  in  Texas,  Kentucky 
and  Illinois. 

Mickey  Holliman,  Allan  Kent,  Billy 
Joe  Pierce,  and  Dan  Sarratt  mil  be 
ordained  as  deacons  at  the  Harrisburg 
Church,  Tupelo,  on  Jan.  8,  at  7  p.m. 
during  a  special  worship  service. 
Larry  W.  Fields  is  pastor. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP) — Flexible 
training  approaches,  cooperation  with 
denominational  agencies,  and 
worldwide  distribution  of  materials 
were  ci^  by  Roy  Edgemon  as  key 
factors  in  a  three-year  resurgence  in 
Southern  Baptists’  church  training  en¬ 
rollment. 

After  nnore  than  a  decade  of  steady 
^enrollment  declines,  participation  in 
church  training  showed  a  dramatic 
turnaround  in  1960  when  an  enrollment 
gain  was  posted  for  the  first  time  since 
1963.  The  enrollment  was  2.7  million. 

Ei^lmentby  1962  had  climbed  tol.9 
million  after  a  drop  to  1.75  million  in 
1979. 

Edgemon,  director  of  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board’s  church  training 
department,  attributed  much  of  the 
growth  to  flexibility  made  possible  by 
the  introduction  of  the  “Survival  Kit  for 
New  Christians’’  and  adult  and  youth 
ducipleship  training,  Masterlife  and 
DisdpleYouth. 

He  said  abouf  1979  the  department 
began  moving  toward  the  concept  of 
church  training  as  “not  just  for  Sunday 
night  anymore.’’ 

For  years  the  department  offered 
one  basic  type  of  training  material. 
Now  four  approaches  are  available- 
ongoing  curriculum ,  Equipping  Center 
Modules  for  short-term  training,  doc- 
trinestqdy  materials  and  survival  kits, 
and  MasterLife  and  DiscipleYouth  dis- 
cipleship  materials. 

“Church  leaders  began  to  realize  the 
importance  of  training  and  discipling 
people  because  most  churches  had  an 
inadequate  base  of  leaders  to  draw 
from,’’  Edgemon  said.  “We  began  in¬ 
troducing  materials  to  meet  the  needs 
of  Southern  Baptists.’’ 

In  addition,  he  said  “leaders  began  to 
focus  on  a  generation  of  Baptists  that 
did  not  understand  the  basics  of  their 
faith  and  heritage.”  i 

According  to  Edgemon,  the  re¬ 
surgence  of  training  inrgeneral  is  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  cooperative  spirit  that  exists 
between  various  departments  of  the 
Sunday  school  board  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Mission 
Botu^. 

“We  see  ourselves  as  a  broker  for  the 
training  needs  of  all  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists,”  he  said. 

Edgemon  believes  the  cooperation 
that  exists  between  church  training 


and  SBC  agencies  should  be  a  model  for 
the  type  of  denominational  work  that 
can  be  accomplished  in  the  future. 
“The  success  <rf  Bold  Mission  Thrust 
lies  in  our  ability  to  work  together  to 
reach  the  world  with  the  gospel  by  the 
year  2000,”  Edgemon  stressed. 

An  example  of  inter-agency  coopera¬ 
tion  occurr^  in  1961  when  the  Foreign 
Mission  Bdard  incorporated  Master- 
Life  into  its  orientation  process  for  new 
missionaries.  Since  that  time  more 
than  1,500 missionaries  in  100  countries 
have  been  trained  to  use  the  materials. 
MasterLife  has  been  printed  in  more 
than  15  languages. 

Edgemon  said  the  supporting  efforts 
of  the  Sunday  School  BWd’s  church 
adminstration,  church  music,  and 
Sunday  School  departments  contri¬ 
buted  greatly  to  the  record  success  of 
Dynamic  Doctrines,  a  13-week  fall 
study. 

For  the  quarter,  more  than  one  mill¬ 
ion  pieces  of  ongoing  curriculum  con¬ 
taining  the  materials  was  sold.  This 
was  the  first  time  in  more  than  lOyears 
that  sales  of  ongoing  materials  reached 
one  million. 

The  biggest  success  in  terms  of  sales 
has  been  the  survival  kits  for  adults, 
youths,  and  children.  Edgemon  said 


ing,  and  deleting  materials  to  meet  the  HESTER  DEERING  (called  by  |  I 

needs  of  Southern  Baptists.  her  church  “The  General")  re-  |  V 

Scheduled  for  future  release  are  Sur-  wntly  received  a  pin  for  22  years  of  per-  ^ 

vival  Kit  II :  The  Journey  Continues,  a  attendance  at  Sunday  School  at 

study  on  developing  Christian  values;  GiMfln  Street  Church,  Moss  Point.  She  GRACE  CHAPEL  CHURCH,  MONROE 
MasterBuilder,  a  continuation  of  Mas-  faceived  the  pin  from  the  Sunday  School  COUNTY,  has  licensed  Bobby  Wilbanks, 
terLife;  and  DiscipleYouth  II.  director,  Sam  Jones,  center.  Athens  left.tothegospelministry.Bobbyismar- 

Both  DiscipleYouth  courses  are  joint  McNeil,  pastor,  right,  is  congratulating 
ventures  of  the  evangelism  section  of  fof  faithfulness  and  steadfastness, 
the  Home  Mission  Board  and  the  youth 

section  of  the  church  training  depart-  ''-PAJOO  vl.CvLH.yC4LCo 

In  addition  to  these  products,  plans  lamily  center 

are  under  way  to  introduce  leadership  J 

courses  on  topics  such  as  evangelism,  Ooss  Church,  Columbia,  dedicated 
stewardship,  and  servanthood.  its  family  life  center  on  Oct.  23.  This 

“All  of  our  materials  are  Bible-  miitl-purpose  building  began  as  an 
based,  person-centered,  practical  and  idM  several  years  ago  while  Jerry  W. 
sequential,”  Edgemon  noted.  “And  Mixon,  presently  pastor  of  the  First, 
fromtheresponsewearegetting,thisis  Wiaona,  was  pastor.  Construction  of 
what  people  want.  ”  thii  125  x  75  foot  building  began  in  May, 

( Gail  Rothwell  writes  for  the  Sunday  196J. 

School  Board.)  Ihis  facility  includes  a  regulation 

baAetball  court,  grandstands,  weight 
roan,  ceramics  room,  two  dressing 
rooms,  game  area,  family  room  (re¬ 
ception  area),  m(^em  buffet-style 
kitchen,  office,  and  four  restrooms. 

The  estimated  cost  of  construction  and 
furnishings  is  $175,000.  Due  to  various 
financial  contributions  before  the 
State  University  in  Fullerton.  campaign  and  the  Family  Life  Center 

Dara  memorized  the  Sermon  on  the  raising  campaign  itself,  the 

Mount  in  seven  African  dialects  and  church  dedicated  the  facility  debt  free 
accepts  an  average  of  four  speaking  and  one  and  half  years  early.  The  pro¬ 
engagements  a  month.  He  also  writes  jeetdate  of  completion  had  been  April, 
a  weekly  column  on  African  internal  ***•  Family  Life  Center  director 
affair  for  the  “Townsend  Enterprise”  wax  Dudley  Williamson  and  Gordon 
newspaper  of  SAn  Bernardino  and  di-  Fortenberry  served  as  Steering  Com- 
rects  the  music  program  at  the  New  mittee  chairman. 

Ckmvenant  Baptist  Church  of  Cerritos.  ‘The  Beyond  Ourselves  Family  Life 


African  prince  to  return 
in  role  of  a  servant 


Jim  Dalrymple  has  resigned  as 
minister  of  education  at  Arlington 
Heights  Church,  Pascagoula,  to  accept 
||||[|||[|||■j|[||■  similar  position 
^^^^HjH^HFirst  Church,  West 
H^B^^^HPoint.  He 
^  ^^^Hgraduate  of  South- 
Bpie|Rij2^Rwestern  Seminary, 
y  7  ^  has  served  as 

jj||Bminister  of  music 
education  at 
^Hjj^^l^^Hchurches  in  Missis- 
Texas,  and 
Dalrymple  Alabama. 


ProvMeiice  Church,  Cleveland,  has 
called  Ashbury  Martin  Jr.  as  pastor. 
Martin  is  a  graduate  of  Blue  Mountain 
College,  attended  Southeastern  Semi¬ 
nary  for  a  year,  and  will  he  graduated 
from  Mid-America  Seminary  in  May, 
1984.  He  has  served  as  pastor  of 
churches  in  Mississippi  while  attend¬ 
ing  seminary.  He  and  his  wife, 
Jeanette,  and  son,  Justin,  will  be  on  the 
field  at  Providence  Jan.  8. 


RIVERSIDE,  Calif.  (BP)-As  an  in¬ 
fant,  Prince  Joshua  Dara  was  aban¬ 
doned  by  his  family  to  die.  Now  he 
plans  to  return  as  their  servant. 

His  father  is  king  of  the  Iloria  pro¬ 
vince  in  Nigeria,  but  when  Dara  and 
his  sister  were  born  the  community 
worship  of  the  goddess  of  the  river  de¬ 
manded  the  abandonment  of  twins. 

Baptist  missionary  T.  B.  Hall  took 
the  children  in  and  raised  them  as  his 
own.  Dara  learned  to  work  hard  and  to 
study  the  scriptures  Hall  lived  by.  It 
wasn’t  until  he  was  15  Dara  realized  he 
was  black  and  his  “father”  was  not. 
The  missionary  never  mentioned  It. 

He  graduated  last  June  lyith  a  de¬ 
gree  in  communications  and  is  pre¬ 
sently  finishing  a  music  degree  at  Clal 
Baptist  while  studying  law  at  Western 


Union  is  25th  in 
study  awards 

Union  Cliurch,  Pearl  River  County, 
held  an  award  service  on  Dec.  4. 

Eight-two  Christian  development  di¬ 
plomas  and  52  Masterlife  certificates 
were  awarded.  Union  was  25th  in  total 
study  course  awards  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Awards  were  given  to  all  teachers 
who  had  served  10  years  and  special 
awards  of  appreciation  were  given  to 
Paul  Ladner  and  Mrs.  Duree  Lee  for 
having  taught  in  the  Sunday  School  for 
50  years;  .  .  .. 

Other  awards  of  appreciation  were  '  Baptists  received  an  award  from  the 
given  to  Mrs.  Mary  Lee  for  her  work  as  church  music  department  of  the 
church  librarian  and  church  study  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 
course  awards  secretary,  and  to  recently. 

James  Rester  for  29  years  of  service  as  Dan  Hall,  music  secretary  for  Mis- 
church  treasurer.  '  sissippi,  accepted  the  award  on  ibehalf 

Union  is  a  large  rural  church,  with  a  of  the  state’s  Baptists  for  the  best 
resident  membership  of  753.  It  has  an  promotion  of  music  events  among 
average  Sunday  School  attendance  of  state  conventions. 

306  and  Church  Training  attendance  of  The  recognition  came  during  annual 
130.  The  church  sponsors  a  mission  of  December  meetings  for  state  conven- 
96  members.  tion  program  leaders. 


Billy  Sims  has  been  called  as  pastor 
of  Highland  Chapel  Church,  Gulf 
Coast.  He  and  his  wife,  Nancy,  are  na¬ 
tives  of  Tennessee. 

Brenda  Plaice  is  the  new  education 
secretary  at  First  CJiurch,  Lyman. 

Mississippi’s 
music  promo 
^^best  in  SBC” 


FIRST  CHURCH,  LUCEDALE,  recently  surprised  its  organist.  Editli  Ferrill,  on  the 
occasion  of  her  34  years  as  organist.  A  reception  was  given  in  her  honor  on  Sunday 
night,  Oct.  23  A  silver  serving  tray  was  presented  and  a  poetic  tribute,  written  by  Don 
Nichols,  minister  of  music,  was  read  at  the  conclusion  of  the  evening  service.  A 
reception  followed  in  the  fellowship  hall.  Left  to  tight  are  Judy  Loftin,  chairman  of  the 
Music  Committee:  Don  Nichols:  Miss  Ferrill:  and  Johnny  Walker  oastnr 


A  PUPPET  AND  EVANGELISM  TEAM,  members  of  the  Baptist  Student  Union  at 
Jones  County  Junior  College,  held  a  workshop  for  the  puppeteers  of  Now  Hope 
Church,  Greene  County,  at  Leakosvillo.  Mrs.  Thelda  Adams,  wife  of  the  pastor.  Shelly 
Adams,  is  developing  a  puppet  ministry  for  the  church.  John  Sumner,  Jones  County 
BSU  director,  introduced  the  team,  who  also  took  charge  of  the  evening  service.  Kirk 
Hinton  led  the  music.  Sonya  Lee  and  Kim  McCarty  presented  special  music.  Denise 
Lee  and  Dawn  Satterwhite  gave  testimonies.  Kelly  Elmore  played  the  piano.  John 
Stroud  delivered  the  message. 


YOUTH  OF  EAST  PHILADELPHIA  CHURCH  had  a  “Treasure  Hunt”  on  Nov.  23  The 
winner  was  Aletha  Scarborough,  right.  She  is  standing  with  her  prize  which  was 
awarded  her  by  Carrie  Barnett  and  Allen  McDaniel,  representatives  for  the  youth.  The 
prize  was  a  12-pound  butterball  turkey  for  Thanksgiving. 


WAYNE  McKenzie.  Brotherhood  director  of  First  Church.  Hazlehurst,  and  five 
other  adults  took  29  Royal  Ambassadors  and  GAs  to  the  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson 
to  present  two  big  boxes  of  persorwil  health  kits  to  be  used  in  disaster  relief. 


Arlington  Church,  Lincoln  County, 
has  ordained  Leroy  Burnett  and  Hd- 
ton  Lofton  as  deacons. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  SHARON,  held  a  note  burning  service  Nov.  6,  signifying  that  the 
education  building  completed  in  1968  is  paid  for.  Piaureo  are  those  who  were 
trustees  when  the  rtote  was  made.  Burning  the  note  were,  left  to  right,  Randolph 
Adams,  B.  Giles,  Cecil  Miller,  Lewis  Long,  J.  W.  Adams,  and  Tony  Watkins. 


Aultman  was  recently  or¬ 
dained  a  deacon  at  Tate  Street  Oiurch, 
Cwinth. 


COUNTY,  on  Nov.  20  honored  dish  luncheon.  Afterward,  they  repeated  their  wedding  vows 
who  have  been  married  more  in  a  joint  ceremony  conducted  by  Jimmy  Anthony,  pastor, 
es  were,  left  to  right.  Mr.  and  They  walked  to  the  altar  to  the  strains  of  the  Wedding  March. 

and  Mrs.  Bobo  Faulkner,  53  Then  in  the  reception  hall,  they  cut  a  multi-tiered  wedding 

9,  60  years;  arrd  Mr.  and  Mrs.  cake.  (Photo  courtesy  THE  PANOLIAN,  Batesville.) 

ales  were  treated  to  a  covered 


EaIt  PHILADELPHIA  CHURCH  held  a  dedication  senrice  on  ased.  The  choir  is  under  direction  of  Ira  E.  Pollard,  minister  of 

Nov.  20,  on  behalf  of  now  choir  robes  the  church  had  purch-  music  and  youth,  seated  at  far  left. 


establishes  Prayer  Chair 

(BP)~  Bap^  Sunday  School  Board.  Baiden 


FORT  WORTH.  Tex.'  (BP)~  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board.  Baiden 
Trustees  of  Southwestern  Seminary  has  been  director  of  admissicns  and 
elected  Davis  L.  Cooper,  pastor  of  the  registrar  since  February  IWl. 
University  Hills  Baptist  Church,  Martin,  business  manager  since 
Denver,  Cok>.,  as  board  dudhaun  and  IM,  will  succeed  Wayne  Evans  as 
filled  two  vice  presidential  posts  dur-  vice  president  for  business  affairs, 
ing  their  amaial  meeting  on  campus.  Evans  announced  Us  retirement  as  of 

W.J.  Smith  of  Chariotte,N.C.,  was  Jan.31,19M. 
elected  vice  chairman,  and  Join  P.  Evans  will  assume  a  consultant  role 

McNaughton  of  Fort  Worth,  was  as  financial  advisor  to  the  president 
(reelected  secretary.  beginning  Feb.  1, 19M.  In  his  new  role 

N^.The  trustees  also  elected  registrar  he  will  provide  financial  and  investr 
Jeter  Baaden  and  business  manager  ment  data  and  counsel  to  the  president 
Hubert  Martin  as  vice  presidents;  es-  and  work  with  the  Southwestern  Bm>- 
tablished  a  Chair  of  Prayer  and  tisfSeminary  Develofnnent  Founda- 
Spiritual  Formation;  added  a  finan-  tion,  Inc.,  in  property  acquisitions  to 
cial  consultant  to  tlie  president;  ^>-  coRq>lete  the  campus  master  plan, 
proved  sabbatical  study  leave  for  cer-  two  degree  plans  added  are  the 

tain  officers  and  administrators;  master  of  arts  in  church  social  »ar- 
added  two  degree  plans  and  approved  vices  and  the  master  of  arts/master  of 
17  course  additi<Mis,  science  in  social  work. 

L.  Jack  Gray,  professor  of  missions  The  MA/MSSW  degree  will  be  an  in- 
since  1956,  was  named  the  first  occu-  tegrated  plan  with  the  UUversi^  of 
pant  of  the  new  Chair  of  Prayer  and  Texas  at  Ariington.  A  student  will  be 
{Spiritual  Formation.  It  comibines  the  enrolled  in  both  schools  and  will 
19  current  courses  offered  at  South-  graduate  from  both  schools  upon  cmn- 
westem  with  another  dozen  on  ^iritu-  pletion  of  82  required  course  hours, 
ality,  {X'ayer,  and  worsUp  in  the  Bible  The  MA(CSS)  will  require  66  course 
bei^  pianned.  .  >  hours  for  graduation. 

Basden  wiU  fiU<the  newly  created  Course  Editions  include  one  in  the 
position  of  vice  president  for  planning  school  of  theology  and  16  in  the  school 
and  research  Nov.  1.  The  position  re-  of  religious  education,  including  six  in 
places  that  of  executive  vice  president  the  d^artment  of  communications, 
which  had  been  occupied  b)iLioyd  El-  seven  in  behavioral  sciences,  and 
der,  president-elect  of  the  Southern  three  in  church  social  services. 


The  widow' 


Christmas 


You  may  say 

You  may  say: 

“If  I  had  been  to  a  neighbor  to  Mary 
A  chariot,  not  a  donkey,  she  would 
have  ridden.” 

But  what  have  you  shared  today 
With  the  neighbor  who  has  fallen  by 
the  way? 

You  may  say: 

“If  I  had  been  the  innkeeper 
No  stall  would  have  been  where  he 


Sometimes  our  gift  to  God  seems 
small. 

It’s  only  the  widow’s  mite. 

But  when  it’s  taken  and  Messed  by  kirn 

It  becomes  a  powerful  U0it. 

The  BiMes  it  sends,  the  food  it  tpys 
For  other  unfortunate  men 
Who  without  our  help  would  hare  no 
hope 

To  evo*  break  the  shackles  of  sis. 

Perhaps  that  mite  if  it’s  willingly  even 
Will  hdp  one  who  has  answered  the 
call. 

Help  him  to  study  and  preach  the  tord 
As  he  ministers  to  the  needs  of  all. 

That  extra  mite  on  some  missionBeld, 
Will  light  the  way  for  some  soul 
Who  has  walked  in  dark  shadows  and 
now  has  the  chance. 

Of  walking  in  God’s  own  fold. 

You  may  say:  Let’s  share  that  others  will  have  God’s 

“If  I  had  been  one  of  the  Wise  Men,  word, 

More  than  one,  or  three,  gifts  I  would  Let’s  give  that  others  may  go 

have  given.”  Whatever  we  have  to  be  used  sf  our 

But  what  of  your  gifts  today  to  our  Lord 

King?  Because  we  love  him  so. 

Are  they  paltry,  half-given,  or  be¬ 
moaned? 


Oh,  Father  grant  to  us 
the  heauteous  season  of 
CJjristmas  with  great  joy 
Md  happiness,  as  our 
predouB  Jesus  becomes 
a  wekosne  guest,  withu 
each  heart  and  home.  Help 
us  to  understand  and  love 
this  Messed  time,  as  a  Holy 
season  for  thy  Son . . .  and 
Father,  help  us  to  see  the 
ilhiminatifln  of  that  all  — 
gloij^us  Star,  that  shed 
its  light  on  that  wondrous 
night  so  long  ago.  Help  us 
to  rejoice  as  we  relive 
the  beautiful  age-old  story 
of  good  tidings  of  great  joy  . . . 
and  let  there  be.  Father,  peace 
and  joy  to  the  world  ...  as 
our  hearts  feel  the  beauty  and 
wonder  of  that  first  Silent  Night; 
and  as  we  pause  to  thank  You 
for  our  beautiful  Saviour  and 


Lo,  the  bright  star 
Over  Judeim  hills 
It  shines— 

A  king-star  that  thrills 
Like  none  before— 

A  king  that  wills 
Like  none  before— 
Come  with  us. 

Mighty  and  meek; 
Kn^  with  us. 
Oppressed  and  weak; 
In  the  star  li^t 
In  the  soft  ni^t 
Bow  down  to  earth 
At  Love’s  lowly  birth. 

—Vivian  B.  Norris 
Marks 


But  what  of  your  own  comfortable 
home 

For  hoepitality  to  God’s  servants  is  it 
known? 


You  may  say: 

“If  I  had  been  Herod  the  king. 

No  children  would  have  been  slain.  ” 
But  what  of  the  millions  of  habes 
Who  die  daily  because  we  give  no 
aid? 


Christmas: 
Because  he  came 

Christmas  is  not  just 
a  red  letter  date 
on  the  calendar. 

It  is  not  just 

another  seasonal  holiday 
with  trees  shimmering  tinsel, 
a  poinsettias’s  crimson,  spicy  fruit 
cakes 

Santa’s  visit,  children’s  wide-eyed 
wonder,  . 

homecomings,  candle’s  glow,  mis-  I 
tletoe, 

packages  foil  wrapped.  q 

It  is  the  joyous  celebration 
of  an  incr^ble  event 
that  set  the  heavenly  dioir 
to  singing; 

a  time  vdi»  an  angel 
told  startled  shepherds 
of  the  Christ  Child 
bom  in  a  Bethlehem  stall 
to  Mary  and  Joseph. 

That  night  the  great  star 
blazed  wMte-fire, 

guided  the  sleepy  herdsmen  u 

to  the  bare  stable  ^ 

where  they  found  the  Holy  Babe,  ^ 

worshipp^  him.  ^ 

Christmas  didn’t  just  happen; 

God  planned  it,  the  birth  M  Jesus,  ^ 
as  his  Love-gift  ^ 

to  a  waiting  world. 

—Eunice  Barnes 
Pascagoula  ^ 


—Janice  Mosley 
Shubuta 


You  may  say: 

“If  I  had  been  in  that  time 
The  first  Christmas  would  have  been 
sublime.” 

But  what  of  this  Christmas  today? 
Can  you  say,  “It’s  Christ’s  birthday, 
not  mine?”  ' 


Merry  Christmas! 

To  the  staff  of  Baptist  Record 
Merry  Christmas,  one  and  aH 
May  loving  thoughts  M  Bethlehem 
Bring  to  mind  a  vacant  stall. 

Where  baby  Jesus  quietly  lay 
From  the  UMunent  ot  1^  birth 
Cradled  in  a  lowly  manger 
Son  of  God,  bora  on  rarth. 


-Alyne  Simmons 
Decatur 


—Rosie  Barton  Jones  _ 

Steens 

*  I 

Faith  is  the  expectancy  M  spring  in 
the  ntidst  of  a  cold  winter.— (Sharon 
Lee  Roberts) 

There!lJ^lway8  be  a  Christmas 

Uiere’ll  always  be  a  Christmas  As  long  as  the  story  is  told 

as  long  as  there  is  love.  Of  the  Christ  Child’s  humble  birth. 

As  long  as  we  commenoorate  As  long  as  we  sing  “Silent  Night,” 

The  Christ  Child  from  above.  And  pray  for  peace  on  earth. 

As  long  as  there  are  gifts  to  give  *  There’ll  always  be  a  Christmas 
A^  sparkling  Christinas  lights.  No  matter  what  we  say  or  do 

Mistletoe  and  holly.  To  celebrate  our  Saviour’s  birth. 

And  starry  winter  nights.  God’s  gift  to  roe  and  you. 


Shepherds  flocking  from  the  hills 
Wise  men  comii^  from  afar 
Brin^g  forth  their  greatest  gits 
Guid^  hy  a  special  star. 

May  you  have  the  greatest  joy 
As  the  angels  did  that  ni^t 
Sounding  forth  the  glorious  news 
Of  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ. 


May  your  happiness  and  peace 
Be  related  to  that  birth 
For  it  is  through  Christmas  Day 
God  in  person  came  to  earth! 

—Alma  x<ea  Isbell,  Aroory  Love  gives  itself;  it  is  not  bought 


Uniform 


The  Word  m^de  flesh  Reign  of  righteousness 


By  Harry  L.  Locenay,  Temple,  Hattiesbarg 
John  1:1-18 


The  prologue  of  John’s  gospel  is  con¬ 
sidered  by  some  ounmentators  to  be 
the  queen  of  literature.  Tennyson 
wrote,  “It  is  the  highest  adventure  of 
religious  thought  attained  by  the  mind 
of  man.”  Lenski  determines  the 
natural  division  of  the  prologue  to  be: 
(1)  The  eternal  Word,  the  creator  oi 
all,  is  the  light  and  life  shining  into  the 
sii^  world  (vv.  1-5);  (2)  'Ihe  Word 
came  into  the  sinful  world,  awakening 
faith  and  arousing  unbeli^  ( w.  6-12) ; 
(3)  The  Word  t^ame  flesh  in  the 
world  and  brought  us  grace  and  truth 
from  the  Father  (vv.  13-18).  ’These 
three  divisions  build  a  natural 
pyramid  of  faith.  Although  our  lesson 
follows  a  different  outline,  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  passage  reveals  the  same 
truth. 

Identity  aad  characteristics  of  the 
Word  (1:1-5)  —  The  Word  may  be 
viewed  as  divine  power,  as  a  national 
principle,  w  as  a  redemptive  procla¬ 
mation,  according  to  Hull.  The  Jew 
may  understand  the  prolt^e  as  a 
Christian  claim  that  its  Lord  is  the 
agent  of  God’s  creative  power,  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  the  (Md  Testament  Torah, 
the  embodiment  of  divine  wisdom.  A 
Greek'could  just  as  easily  assume  that 
be  was  being  asked  to  b^eve  in  Jesus 
as  the  mai^estation  of  unchanging 
truth,  the  perfect  pattern  of  ultimate 
reatity,  the  pointer  to  the  meaning  of 
the  uMverse.  To  a  Christian  this  pas¬ 
sage  clarified  the  essential  content  of 
the  Christian  message  (which  was  the 
life,  death,  and  resurrection  of  the  in- 


trinal  propositions,  mystical  experi¬ 
ences,  or  ettiical  admonitions.  The 
Woitl  as  power,  principle,  and  procla¬ 
mation  was  fulfilM  in  the  Word  as 
person.  V 

'The  Word  existed  mior  to  creation, 
thus  thought  preceded  act.  However, 
the  Word  is  forevo*  constant  and  un- 
co^tional  by  historical  contiguity 
(Hebrews  13:8).  The  Wwd  is  identified 
with  divine  order  and  was  the  agent  in 
filing  forth  the  totality  of  created  or¬ 
der.  Therefore,  meaning  is  prior  to 
mattmr  go  things  derive  their  hnpor- 
taoce  from  the  spiritual  purposes  for 
which  they  are  intended. 

The  testtmeny  ef  John  the  Baptist 
(1:64)  —  An  overpoworing  sense  of 
purpooe  pervades  this  entire  passage. 
A  man  came  to  be;  he  was  sent  from 
God,  even  Us  name  meant  “one  whom 
God  has  graciously  given;”  he  was 
sent  to  bew  witness  to  the  “Ught,”  and 
the  purpose  of  his  ministry  was  to 
bring  men  to  belief  in  the  li^t. 

The  rejeetiea  sf  Jeans  as  the  Ward 
(1:9-11)  —  Coming  into  the  world. 


C3irist  brought  illumination  to  all  but 
some  did  not  recognize  him  as  the  Re¬ 
deemer.  Sununers  states  “He  came 
unto  his  own  created  world  (lit.,  “his 
own  things,  possessions”),  but  those 
who  wo'e  his  own  people  (the  Jews) 
rejected  him.  In  both  the  Greek  love  of 
wisdom  and  the  Jewish  love  of  works 
lurked  a  tendency  to  define  the  goal  of 
human  existence  in  terms  of  what  is 
achieved  rather  than  in  terms  of  what 
is  received.  They  could  not  see  the  light 
standing  before  them  as  a  sheer  gift 
bcause  they  were  busy  trying  to  man¬ 
ufacture  it  in  their  own  minds.  Nothing 
is  as  necessary  for  the  discovery  of 
light  as  openness.  The  world  as  a  body 
a^  the  Jews  as  a  nation  rejected  the 
light. 

His  gift  to  those  who  received  him 
(1:12-13)  —  However,  individual  Jews 
and  individual  Gentiles  received 
Christ  as  Savior.  They  were  given  the 
privilege  of  becoming  the  “cfaildrdh  of 
God”  through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus. 
The  most  duu'acteristic  thing  about  a 
child  is  that  his  life  is  still  before  him; 
the  best  is  yet  to  be.  The  child  of  God 
has  a  right  to  everything  that  is  his 
father’s.  He  is  his  father’s  image.  He 
has  his  father’s  assets,  name,  home, 
and  inheritance. 

’The  reality  of  themcarnatioa  (1:14- 
18 )— “And  the  Word  became  flesh  dnd 
■dwelt  among  us.”  ’The  simplicity  of 
that  affirmation  conveys  the  profun¬ 
dity  of  the  entire  redemptive  work  of 


ways  “was”  in  his  eternal  being  with 
God  (V.  1).  now  became  a  temporal 
event  at  a  point  in  history  limited  to  a 
moment  of  time.  ’The  Word  that  “was 
God”  now  came  into  beiag  “as  flesh  to 
dwell  with  men.”  This  Son  is  the  only 
one  of  his  kind.  He  was  filled  with  Uk 
desire  to  give  men  more  than  they  de¬ 
serve  through  his  boundless  generos¬ 
ity.  His  life  was  marked  by  an  absolute 
consistency  between  what  men  heard 
him  say  and  what  they  saw  him  do. 

Verse  17  presents  tlte  contrast  bet- 
weoi  Moses  and  Jesus.  ’The  difference 
lay  not  in  the  character  of  God  as 
giver,  but  in  the  potentialities  of  the 
gift  to  make  him  known.  Hall  writes, 
“A  living  person  full  of  the  divine  real¬ 
ity  is  a  more  adequate  medium  of  reve¬ 
lation  than  conunandmoits  written  on 
tables  of  stone.”  Summers  sum¬ 
marizes  the  prologue:  the  eternal 
word  (V.  1)  who  has  become  the  incar¬ 
nate  wwd  (v.  14)  is  identified  as  the 
Son  of  God  (V.  18)  who  next  ai^iears  as 
“the  lamb  M  Clod,  who  takes  away  the 
sin  of  the  worid”  (v.  29). 


By  (Hareace  H.  Qitrell 
Isaiah  9:1-7;  16:33-11:16 


Birth  of  a  son 

By  Larry  W.  Fields,  Harrishorg,  Tnpeio 
Isaiah  11:14a:  Matthew  1:1;  Lake  1:68-75 


Leon  Bramlett  was  probably  torrect 
when  he  said,  by  way  of  summirizing 
the  reasons  for  his  loss  in  the  rice  for 
the  office  M  Governor  of  Mississippi, 
“’The  people  did  not  want  chinge.” 
Most  of  us  are  reluctant  to  make 
changes  in  our  life  style.  But  when 
Jesus  Christ,  whose  birthday  ae  ob¬ 
serve  next  .Sunday,  returns  Id  this 
earth,  he  will  usher  in  a  greti  new 
kingdom.  It  will  be  a  reigb  of 
righteousness. 

Usually,  we  relate  Christnas  to 
“peace  on  earth,  good  will  Uward 
men.”  But  the  emphasis  in'this  Sonlay 
School  lesson  is  “righteousnasi.” 
Surely  the  world  is  weary  with  war  and 
developing  a  penchant  for  peace. 
However,  file  desire  for  peace  is  not 
necessarily  matched  by  the  desirepor 
righteousness!  But  both  will  co|ne 
when  Jesus  comes.  “You  can’t  have 
one  without  the  other.”  What  will  be 
the  characteristics  of  this  reigd  of 
righteousness? 

1.  The  Saviour  and  the  saved  (Isa. 
9:2-7).  For  the  rebellious,  disobedlant, 
covenant-breaking  people  of  God  to 
enter  upon  a  reign  of  righteousniBS, 
nothing  less  than  the  coming  of  “j^s- 
siah,”  the  promised  redeemer,  the  one 
whom  we  know  as  Saviour,  could  ^ 
sibly  suffice.  But  there  must  also  be  a 
saved,  redeemed  people,  make  right¬ 
eous  not  by  the  works  of  the  law  bulW 
the  gracious  acts  of  (Jod  himself  ac¬ 
cepted  by  faith.  ’ 

Note  the  changes  m  me  lives  w  uie 


one  who  is  called  “Child”  and  “Son?’  to 
the  throne.  ’These  two  titles  could  be 
prophetic  of  the  humanity  and  deity  of 
the  promised  Messiah .  These  are  some 

of  the  changes  which  we  will  see. 

Darkness  will  be  changed  to  light  bril¬ 
liant  light  which  the  darkness  caikiot 
comprehend  nor  overcome.  New  in¬ 
sights  of  God’s  WiU  and  purpose  wiU 
replace  the  old  fears,  doubts  and  tim 
of  the  past.  ’The  people  wiU  learn  Sat 
Uving  m  righteousness  is  not  fuR  of 
gloom,  distress,  depression  and  woe, 
tat  of  an  ^peakable  joy,  peace  and 
Rladaess.  It  does  not  con^  of  deMat 
oppression,  loss  of  self-esteem  but  of 
yic^’  triumph,  deliverance  saU- 
^itoent  in  the  highest  sense.  Ttare 
wiU  be  a  complete  disarmament  oftiie 
Mtions  and  true  peace  wiU  reign  “fte 
fruit  of  righteousness  wiU  be  oeare- 
the  effect  of  righteousness  wujta 
quietMss  and  confidence  forev^ 
(Isa.  32:17).  • 

AU  of  this  wUl  be  accompUsheA  bv 
^  zeal  of  the  Lord  ofbwU 
:>lam  Smith  in  TV  Exposttor’iHS 


says,  “The  zeal  is  that  overflow  of  the 
love  wMch  cannot  keep  stiU,  wfaidi . . . 
visits  (men)  in  their  dlistress,  and  car¬ 
ries  them  forward  into  unconceived 
dispensations  of  grace  and  gliwy.” 

2.  The  S^iirlt  of  God  and  tiie  spirit 
(little  ‘s’)  of  the  saved  (Isa.  ll:l-3a). 
For  there  to  be  a  reign  of  righteousness 
“from  henceforth  even  for  ever,”  it  is 
essential  that  each  member  of  the 
kingdom  shall  be  motivated,  in¬ 
structed,  empowered,  and  made  lov¬ 
ing  and  compassionate  by  the  same  in- 
dweUing  Spirit  who,  we  are  told,  rested 
upon  this  one  wbo  was  out  M  the  stem 
of  Jesse  and  therefore  of  the  Davidic 
line.  TTiat  Spirit  is  named  the  Spirit  ot 
the  Lord,  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  is  prom¬ 
ised  and  is  given  to  every  one  who  be¬ 
lieves. 

TV  gifts  (A  the  Spirit  as  nanoed  here 
are  in  three  pairs.  Each  pair  was  given 
as  a  means  to  enable  tV  King  to  ac- 
compUsb  his  purposes.  Each  pair  of 
gifts  was  also  referred  to  as  “the  spirit 
M,”  spelled  with  a  little  ‘s’  instead  of 
the  capital  ‘S’  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Today 
the  gr^test  gift  for  Christmas  anyone 
could  receive  would  be  the  indwelling 
Holy  Spirit  from  the  Lord,  who  in  turn 
woMd  enable  that  recipient  to  Uve  a 
life  of  righteousness  and  thus  mirror  to 
the  world  the  clear  image  of  his 
Heavenly  Father. 

Among  the  gifts  which  you  wUl  dis¬ 
tribute  this  Oiristmas  season,  why  not 
include  a  testimony  ot  the  love  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus  to  some  lost  frigid,  and 
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ministry  to  some  lonely,  neglected, 
needy  Christian  brother. 

3.  The  Sea,  the  Spirit,  aad  the  service 
of  the  saved  (Isa.  ll:Sb-10).  AU  of  the 
remarkable  deeds  spoken  of  here  as 
being  accompUshed  by  tV  “Branch 
(which)  shaU  grow  out  of  (the)  roots  of 
Jesse”  are  the  eartMy,  outward,  prac¬ 
tical  manifestations  of  the  rei^  of 
righeousness  culminating  in  the  tann¬ 
ing  of  wild  beasts  and  a  beneficent 
change  in  the  attitude  of  man  toward 
the  sanctity  of  aU  forms  of  life.  But  if 
any  measifre  or  degree  of  this  Messed 
rdgn  is  to  he  reaUzed  in  our  day  it  wiU 
be  through  the  contiBUiag  work  of  the 
Christ  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit  and 
throuf^  the  Uves  of  redeen^  indi¬ 
viduals.  Note  similarities  between  tUs 
paffMge  and  the  armor  of  God  in  ^ih. 
riofL  Tho  worldwide  reach  of  the 
Kingdom  will  be  attained  when  we  ] 
take  seriously  the  command  ot  our  i 
Christ  to  “go  into  aU  the  world  and  . 
preach  tv  gospel  to  eveiY  creature.” 
(Merry  airistmas).^^^i::^,,,,  ^  i 


e  (Uuistmas  Day  commemorates  tV 
Mrth  of  Jesus  CVist  as  tV  most  im- 
-  portant  event  in  tV  history  of  man- 
i  kind.  Even  though  his  humible  birth 
was  unnoticed  by  most  at  tV  time, 
t  today  thousands  gather  from  around 
tv  world  in  Bethlehem  to  worship  at 
I  tv  Church  of  tv  Nativity  and  mUUons 
I  aU  over  the  world  wiU  thank  God  for 
!  the  salvation  offered  through  the  gift  of 
his  Son.  The  first  advent  of  this 
divinehuman  king  from  tV  line  of 
David  would  signal  defeat  over  sin,  Sa- 
!  tan,  and  death  by  his  life,  death,  and 
resurrection.  In  one  bold  initiative  by 
!  God,  sinful  humanity  was  rescued 
from  spiritual  and  etenud  death. 

1.  TV  prodamatioB  ef  tv  fwtore  Mes¬ 
siah  (Isaiah  ll:l-4a) 

With  confidence  and  certainty, 
Isaiah,  Ving  inspired  by  Ood,  pro¬ 
claims  the  coming  of  tV  Meksiah.  He 
presents  in  a  passage  of  poetic  beauty 
and  power,  a  nnoving  picture  of  what 
tv  Idngdom  will  V  Uke. 

He  knows  tVt  tv  present  order  has 
declined.  De^ite  reforms  by  Hezekiah 
and  Josiah,  Judah  was  moving  toward 
idolatry  and,  eventually,  bondage  to 
Babylon.  But  beyond  the  preaent  con¬ 
ditions,  Isaiah  could  see  a  shoot  or 
sprig  growing  out  of  the  stump  ef 
Jesse.  A  new  king  would  coqne  out  of 
David’s  royal  line.  Tliis  shoot  would 
grow,  prosper,  and  produce  jKMmtiful 
fruit.  He  could  see  into  tV  future,  and 
V  knew  tVt  from  tV  remaant  that 
would  return  to  Israel  after  bondage. 


appointed  time. 

He  described  tv  coming  king  in  ver¬ 
ses  24.  TV  king  would  V  empowered 
by  tv  Holy  Spirit  and  wouldtio  many 
wonderful  works.  He  would  ac¬ 
complish  his  missioo  in  tV  jwwer  of 
tv  Spirit.  He  would  Vve  a  spirit  of 
wisdom  and  understanding,  which 
would  allow  him  to  judge  properly, 
fairly,  and  pa‘fectly.  He  woiad  not  be 
swayed  by  mere  appearance  4r  rumor, 
but  V  would  get  to  tv  truth  o^'tV  mat- 
ter.  There  would  V  no  oroTs  in  his 
reign. 

2;  The  reality  ef  the  iacaraattea 

(Matthew  1:1) 

Jesus  Quist  was  born  as  tV  mes¬ 
sianic  king,  wV.  by  his  ctmii^,  hrifft. 
led  tv  covenants  with  AbnAtm  and 
David.  He  would  V  tV  deliverer  and 
savior,  tv  promised  eae. 

TV  Jews  placed  maab  emphasis  on 
genealogies;  therefore,  glatthew 
traced  Jesse’s  ancestry  back  to 
Abraham  through  the  linkage  of 

David.  ()iiite  often  (hiriig  earthly 
ministry,  V  was  referred  toi  flje  Son 


of  David.  When  they  saw  his  powo*  and 
experienced  his  love  and  justice,  it 
reminded  them  of  tV  qualities  of  their 
beloved  King  David.  ’Those  who  came 
to  know  him  and  love  him  knew  that 
tv  prophecy  had  been  fulfilled. 

3.  TV  description  sf  tV  redeeming 

Messiah  (Lake  1:66-75) 

TTiese  words  represent  the  first  spo¬ 
ken  words  by  the  priest,  Zacharias, 
father  of  John  the  Baptist,  after  tV 
birth  of  his  son.  Luke  u^  fiiis  song  of 
praise  and  blessing  to  introduce  the 
mission  of  Jesus  ata  John.  Zacharias 
was  aMe  to  reveal  these  words  at  the 
impulse  of  tV  Holy  l^irit. 

He  is  so  certain  of  the  redeeming 
work  of  tv  Lord  that  he  speaks  as  if  it 
has  already  Vppened(v.  68).(iodha8 
looked  out  for  his  people  and  delivered 
them  from  the  bondage  of  sin.  TTie 
term  horn  ( v.  69)  denotes  strength  with 
tv  idea  that  an  animal’s  strength  is 
demonstrated  in  its  Vras.  TV  Mes¬ 
siah  would  V  God’s  instrument  of 
power  to  bring  salvation.  (See  Romans 
1:16) 

This  would  fulfill  prophecy  frmn 
past  times.  God  would  do  wVt  V  said 
V  would  do.  He  would  protect  Israel 
and  lead  her  to  victory  _,over  her 
enemies.  This  idea  reflects  tV  concept 
prevalent  in  tVt  day  whidi  viewed  tV 
Messiah  as  a  pMitical-military  leadm. 
Because  Jesus  was  later  to  r^se  this 
role  and  choose  instead  tV  path  of 
“tv  suffering  servant,”  the  Jews 
would  reject  him;  He  would  establish  a 
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political  kingdom  blued  on  mUitar 
might. 

It  is  understandaMe  that  Zacharis 
and  other  contemporaries  would  thin 
in  nationalistic  terms  since  they  V 
been  under  foreign  domination  for  th 
greater  part  of  six  centuries.  Jesu 
would  not  V  understood  in  his  tru 
light  until  Pentecost.  It  was  then  tVt  i 
was  fully  comprehended  that  Ms  mil 
Sion  was  a  spiritual  one  and  inr)iiH«N 
lost  men  everywhere. 

After  reviewing  tV  prophet’s  word 
about  tv  coming  Messiah,  and  afte 
Vving  viewed  Zachgriah’s  hymn  o 
praise,  we  timild  react  with  joy  an 
t^Mving  concerning  God’s  won 
d^pntgiftof  hisson.  “AllMuia:  forth 
Dord  God  omnipotent  reignetfa”  (Re 
veiation  19:6). 


Seuu  men  lice  to  climb  mountains 
because  up  there  tVy  can’t  hear  tV 
r^ti^  claims  of  ttK)iewV  insist 
that  “it  can’t  V  done!” 


